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471.633 Firearms.
The legislature preempts all authority of a home rule
charter or statutory city including a city of the first class,
county, town, municipal corporation, or other governmental
subdivision, or any of their instrumentalities, to regulate
firearms, ammunition, or their respective components to the
complete exclusion of any order, ordinance or regulation by them
except that:
(a) a governmental subdivision may regulate the discharge
of firearms; and
(b) a governmental subdivision may adopt regulations
identical to state law.
Local regulation inconsistent with this section is void.
HIST: 1985 c 144 s 1
609.066 Authorized use of deadly force by peace officers.
Subdivision 1.
Deadly force defined. For the
purposes of this section, "deadly force" means force which the
actor uses with the purpose of causing, or which the actor
should reasonably know creates a substantial risk of causing,
death or great bodily harm. The intentional discharge of a
firearm, other than a firearm loaded with less lethal munitions
and used by a peace officer within the scope of official duties,
in the direction of another person, or at a vehicle in which
another person is believed to be, constitutes deadly force.
"Less lethal munitions" means projectiles which are designed to
stun, temporarily incapacitate, or cause temporary discomfort to
a person. "Peace officer" has the meaning given in section
626.84, subdivision 1.
Subd. 2.
Use of deadly force. Notwithstanding the
provisions of section 609.06 or 609.065, the use of deadly force
by a peace officer in the line of duty is justified only when
necessary:
(1) To protect the peace officer or another from apparent
death or great bodily harm;
(2) To effect the arrest or capture, or prevent the escape,

of a person whom the peace officer knows or has reasonable
grounds to believe has committed or attempted to commit a felony
involving the use or threatened use of deadly force; or
(3) To effect the arrest or capture, or prevent the escape,
of a person whom the officer knows or has reasonable grounds to
believe has committed or attempted to commit a felony if the
officer reasonably believes that the person will cause death or
great bodily harm if the person’s apprehension is delayed.
Subd. 3.
No defense. This section and sections
609.06, 609.065 and 629.33 may not be used as a defense in a
civil action brought by an innocent third party.
HIST: 1978 c 736 s 2; 1986 c 444; 2001 c 127 s 1
***
97B.020 Firearms safety certificate required.
(a) Except as provided in this section and section 97A.451,
subdivision 3a, a person born after December 31, 1979, may not
obtain an annual license to take wild animals by firearms unless
the person has a firearms safety certificate or equivalent
certificate, driver’s license or identification card with a
valid firearms safety qualification indicator issued under
section 171.07, subdivision 13, previous hunting license, or
other evidence indicating that the person has completed in this
state or in another state a hunter safety course recognized by
the department under a reciprocity agreement. A person who is
on active duty and has successfully completed basic training in
the United States armed forces, reserve component, or national
guard may obtain a hunting license or approval authorizing
hunting regardless of whether the person is issued a firearms
safety certificate.
(b) A person born after December 31, 1979, may not use a
lifetime license to take wild animals by firearms, unless the
person meets the requirements for obtaining an annual license
under paragraph (a).
HIST: 1991 c 63 s 1; 1999 c 231 s 125; 2000 c 341 s 9; 2002 c
323 s 6

97B.021 Possession of firearms by persons under age 16.
Subdivision 1.
Restrictions. (a) Except as provided
in this subdivision, a person under the age of 16 may not
possess a firearm, unless accompanied by a parent or guardian.
(b) A person under age 16 may possess a firearm without
being accompanied by a parent or guardian:
(1) on land owned by, or occupied as the principal
residence of, the person or the person’s parent or guardian;

(2) while participating in an organized target shooting
program with adult supervision;
(3) while the person is participating in a firearms safety
program or traveling to and from class; or
(4) if the person is age 14 or 15 and has a firearms safety
certificate.
Subd. 2.
Seizure of unlawfully possessed firearms. A
law enforcement officer shall seize a firearm used in violation
of this section. The officer must tag the seized firearm with
the name and address of the person from whom it was taken and
give the person a receipt. The firearm shall be placed in the
custody of the conservation officer in charge of the area where
the seizure was made.
Subd. 3.
Return or forfeiture of seized firearms. A
firearm seized under this section must be returned to the person
from whom it was seized when the person presents a firearms
safety certificate to the conservation officer. The person must
present the certificate within 90 days after the beginning of
the first firearms training course in the county after the
firearm was seized. If the person does not present a
certificate, the firearm is contraband and forfeited to the
state, and shall be disposed of as prescribed by the
commissioner.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 2 s 5; 1996 c 410 s 38
97B.031 Use and possession of firearms.
Subdivision 1.
to take big game.
firearm only if:

Firearms and ammunition that may be used
(a) A person may take big game with a

(1) the rifle, shotgun, and handgun used is a caliber of at
least .23 inches;
(2) the firearm is loaded only with single projectile
ammunition;
(3) a projectile used is a caliber of at least .23 inches
and has a soft point or is an expanding bullet type;
(4) the ammunition has a case length of at least 1.285
inches;
(5) the muzzle-loader used is incapable of being loaded at
the breech;
(6) the smooth-bore muzzle-loader used is a caliber of at
least .45 inches; and
(7) the rifled muzzle-loader used is a caliber of at least

.40 inches.
(b) A person may not take big game with a .30 caliber M-1
carbine cartridge.
(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), clause (4), a person may
take big game with a ten millimeter cartridge that is at least
0.95 inches in length, a .45 Winchester Magnum cartridge, or a
.50 A. E. (Action Express) handgun cartridge.
Subd. 2.
Handguns for small game. A person may take
small game with a handgun of any caliber in a manner prescribed
by the commissioner.
Subd. 3.
Firearms larger than ten gauge prohibited.
A person may not use a firearm with a bore larger than a ten
gauge to take a protected wild animal.
Subd. 4.
Silencers prohibited. A person may not own
or possess a silencer for a firearm or a firearm equipped to
have a silencer attached.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 2 s 7; 1989 c 153 s 1; 1989 c 287 s 7;
2000 c 473 s 7; 2002 c 351 s 15
97B.041 Possession of firearms and ammunition restricted
in deer zones.
A person may not possess a firearm or ammunition outdoors
during the period beginning the fifth day before the open
firearms season and ending the second day after the close of the
season within an area where deer may be taken by a firearm,
except:
(1) during the open season and in an area where big game
may be taken, a firearm and ammunition authorized for taking big
game in that area may be used to take big game in that area if
the person has a valid big game license in possession;
(2) an unloaded firearm that is in a case or in a closed
trunk of a motor vehicle;
(3) a shotgun and shells containing No. 4 buckshot or
smaller diameter lead shot or steel shot;
(4) a handgun or rifle and only short, long, and long rifle
cartridges that are caliber of .22 inches;
(5) handguns possessed by a person authorized to carry a
handgun under sections 624.714 and 624.715 for the purpose
authorized; and
(6) on a target range operated under a permit from the
commissioner.
This section does not apply during an open firearms season

in an area where deer may be taken only by muzzleloader, except
that muzzleloading firearms lawful for the taking of deer may be
possessed only by persons with a valid license to take deer by
muzzleloader during that season.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 2 s 9; 1987 c 149 art 1 s 43; 1993 c 269
s 11; 1994 c 623 art 1 s 29
97B.045 Transportation of firearms.
Subdivision 1.
Restrictions. A person may not
transport a firearm in a motor vehicle unless the firearm is:
(1) unloaded and in a gun case expressly made to contain a
firearm, and the case fully encloses the firearm by being
zipped, snapped, buckled, tied, or otherwise fastened, and
without any portion of the firearm exposed;
(2) unloaded and in the closed trunk of a motor vehicle; or
(3) a handgun carried in compliance with sections 624.714
and 624.715.
Subd. 2.
Exception for disabled persons. The
restrictions in subdivision 1 do not apply to a disabled person
if:
(1) the person possesses a permit under section 97B.055,
subdivision 3;
(2) the person is participating in a hunt sponsored by a
nonprofit organization under a permit from the commissioner or
is hunting on property owned or leased by the person; and
(3) the firearm is not loaded in the chamber until the
vehicle is stationary, or is a hinge action firearm with the
action open until the vehicle is stationary.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 2 s 10; 1993 c 269 s 12
97B.055 Discharging firearms and bows and arrows.
Subdivision 1.
Restrictions related to highways. (a)
A person may not discharge a firearm or an arrow from a bow on,
over, or across an improved public highway at a big game
animal. A person may not discharge a firearm or bow and arrow
within the right-of-way of an improved public highway at a big
game animal. The commissioner may by rule extend the
application of this subdivision to the taking of migratory
waterfowl in designated locations.
(b) A person may not discharge a firearm or an arrow from a
bow on, over, across, or within the right-of-way of an improved
public highway at a decoy of a big game animal that has been set
out by a licensed peace officer.

Subd. 2.
Restrictions related to motor vehicles. A
person may not take a wild animal with a firearm or by archery
from a motor vehicle except as permitted in this section.
Notwithstanding section 97B.091, a person may transport a bow
uncased while in an electric motor-powered boat and may take
rough fish while in the boat.
Subd. 3.
Hunting from vehicle by disabled hunters.
(a) The commissioner may issue a special permit, without a fee,
to discharge a firearm or bow and arrow from a stationary motor
vehicle to a person who obtains the required licenses and who
has a permanent physical disability that is more substantial
than discomfort from walking. The permit recipient must be:
(1) unable to step from a vehicle without aid of a
wheelchair, crutches, braces, or other mechanical support or
prosthetic device; or
(2) unable to walk any distance because of a permanent
lung, heart, or other internal disease that requires the person
to use supplemental oxygen to assist breathing.
(b) The permanent physical disability must be established
by medical evidence verified in writing by a licensed physician
or chiropractor. The commissioner may request additional
information from the physician or chiropractor if needed to
verify the applicant’s eligibility for the permit.
Notwithstanding section 97A.418, the commissioner may, in
consultation with appropriate advocacy groups, establish
reasonable minimum standards for permits to be issued under this
section. In addition to providing the medical evidence of a
permanent disability, the applicant must possess a valid
disability parking certificate authorized by section 169.345 or
license plates issued under section 168.021.
(c) A person issued a special permit under this subdivision
and hunting deer may take a deer of either sex, except in those
antlerless permit areas and seasons where no antlerless permits
are offered. This subdivision does not authorize another member
of a party to take an antlerless deer under section 97B.301,
subdivision 3.
(d) A permit issued under this subdivision is valid for
five years.
(e) The commissioner may deny, modify, suspend, or revoke a
permit issued under this section for cause, including a
violation of the game and fish laws or rules.
(f) A person who knowingly makes a false application or
assists another in making a false application for a permit under
this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A physician or
chiropractor who fraudulently certifies to the commissioner that
a person is permanently disabled as described in this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor.
Subd. 4.

Taking bounty animals from airplanes and

snowmobiles. The commissioner may issue a special permit,
without fee, to take animals that the state pays a bounty for,
from an airplane or a snowmobile.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 2 s 12; 1990 c 558 s 2; 1991 c 241 s 7;
1991 c 259 s 23; 1994 c 561 s 23; 1Sp1995 c 1 s 27; 1997 c 226 s
28; 2000 c 265 s 2; 2000 c 428 s 2; 2001 c 185 s 30
97B.065 Hunting while under the influence of alcohol or
a controlled substance.
Subdivision 1.
Acts prohibited. (a) A person may not
take wild animals with a firearm or by archery:
(1) when the person is under the influence of alcohol;
(2) when the person is under the influence of a controlled
substance, as defined in section 152.01, subdivision 4;
(3) when the person is under the influence of a combination
of any two or more of the elements in clauses (1) and (2);
(4) when the person’s alcohol concentration is 0.10 or
more;
(5) when the person’s alcohol concentration as measured
within two hours of the time of taking is 0.10 or more; or
(6) when the person is knowingly under the influence of any
chemical compound or combination of chemical compounds that is
listed as a hazardous substance in rules adopted under section
182.655 and that affects the nervous system, brain, or muscles
of the person so as to substantially impair the person’s ability
to operate a firearm or bow and arrow.
(b) An owner or other person having charge or control of a
firearm or bow may not authorize or permit an individual the
person knows or has reason to believe is under the influence of
alcohol or a controlled substance, as provided under paragraph
(a), to possess the firearm or bow in this state or on a
boundary water of this state.
(c) A person may not possess a loaded or uncased firearm or
an uncased bow afield under any of the conditions in paragraph
(a).
Subd. 2.
Arrest. A peace officer may arrest a person
for a violation under subdivision 1 without a warrant upon
probable cause, without regard to whether the violation was
committed in the officer’s presence.
Subd. 3.
Preliminary screening test. When an officer
authorized under subdivision 2 to make arrests has reason to
believe that the person may be violating or has violated
subdivision 1, paragraph (a) or (c), the officer may require the
person to provide a breath sample for a preliminary screening

test using a device approved by the commissioner of public
safety for this purpose. The results of the preliminary
screening test must be used for the purpose of deciding whether
an arrest should be made under this section and whether to
require the chemical tests authorized in section 97B.066, but
may not be used in any court action except: (1) to prove that a
test was properly required of a person under section 97B.066, or
(2) in a civil action arising out of the operation of a firearm
or bow and arrow. Following the preliminary screening test,
additional tests may be required of the person as provided under
section 97B.066. A person who refuses a breath sample is
subject to the provisions of section 97B.066 unless, in
compliance with that section, the person submits to a blood,
breath, or urine test to determine the presence of alcohol or a
controlled substance.
Subd. 4.
Evidence. In a prosecution for a violation
of subdivision 1, paragraph (a) or (c), or an ordinance in
conformity with it, the admission of evidence of the amount of
alcohol or a controlled substance in the person’s blood, breath,
or urine is governed by section 169A.45.
Subd. 5.
Penalties. (a) A person who violates a
prohibition in subdivision 1, or an ordinance in conformity with
it, is subject to the penalties provided in section 97A.331.
(b) A person who hunts during the period the person is
prohibited from hunting under subdivision 6 is guilty of a
misdemeanor.
Subd. 6.
Hunting privileges suspended. Upon
conviction, and in addition to any penalty imposed under
subdivision 5, the person is subject to the limitations on
hunting provided in section 97A.421.
Subd. 7.
Duties of commissioner. The court shall
promptly forward to the commissioner copies of all convictions
and criminal and civil penalties imposed under subdivision 5 and
section 97B.066, subdivision 2. The commissioner shall notify
the convicted person of the period during which the person is
prohibited from hunting under subdivision 6 and section
97A.421. The commissioner shall also periodically circulate to
appropriate law enforcement agencies a list of all persons who
are prohibited from hunting under subdivision 6 and section
97A.421.
Subd. 8.
Immunity from liability. The state or
political subdivision that employs an officer who is authorized
under subdivision 2 to make an arrest for violations of
subdivision 1 is immune from any liability, civil or criminal,
for the care or custody of the hunting equipment in the physical
control of the person arrested if the officer acts in good faith
and exercises due care.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 2 s 14; 1987 c 149 art 1 s 45; 1992 c 570
art 5 s 1; 1Sp1997 c 2 s 67; 2000 c 478 art 2 s 7; 2002 c 323 s
7-9

97B.111 Special firearm hunting seasons for physically
disabled.
Subdivision 1.
Establishment; requirements. The
commissioner may establish criteria, special seasons, and limits
for persons who have a physical disability to take big game and
small game with firearms and by archery in designated areas. A
person hunting under this section who has a physical disability
must have a verified statement of the disability by a licensed
physician and must be participating in a program for physically
disabled hunters sponsored by a nonprofit organization that is
permitted under subdivision 2. A license is not required for a
person to assist a physically disabled person hunting during a
special season under this section.
Subd. 2.
Permit for organization. (a) The
commissioner may issue a special permit without a fee to a
nonprofit organization to provide an assisted hunting
opportunity to physically disabled hunters. The assisted
hunting opportunity may take place:
(1) in areas designated by the commissioner under
subdivision 1; or
(2) on private property or a licensed shooting preserve.
(b) The sponsoring organization shall provide a physically
capable person to assist each disabled hunter with
safety-related aspects of hunting.
(c) The commissioner may impose reasonable permit
conditions.
HIST: 1991 c 72 s 1; 1993 c 269 s 14
***
242.31 Restoration of civil rights; possession of
firearms.
Subdivision 1.
Restoration. Whenever a person who
has been committed to the custody of the commissioner of
corrections upon conviction of a crime following certification
under the provisions of section 260B.125 is finally discharged
by order of the commissioner, that discharge shall restore the
person to all civil rights. The commissioner shall file a copy
of the order with the district court of the county in which the
conviction occurred.
Subd. 2.
Order of discharge. Whenever a person
described in subdivision 1 has been placed on probation by the
court pursuant to section 609.135 and, after satisfactory
fulfillment of it, is discharged from probation, the court shall
issue an order of discharge pursuant to subdivision 2a and
section 609.165.

This order restores the defendant to civil rights.
Subd. 2a.
Crimes of violence; ineligibility to possess
firearms. The order of discharge must provide that a person
who has been convicted of a crime of violence, as defined in
section 624.712, subdivision 5, is not entitled to ship,
transport, possess, or receive a firearm until ten years have
elapsed since the person was restored to civil rights and during
that time the person was not convicted of any other crime of
violence. Any person who has received such a discharge and who
thereafter has received a relief of disability under United
States Code, title 18, section 925, shall not be subject to the
restrictions of this subdivision.
Subd. 3. Repealed, 1996 c 408 art 9 s 10
HIST: 1947 c 595 s 1; 1961 c 59
s 15; 1975 c 271 s 6; 1977 c 392 s
444; 1992 c 569 s 14; 1994 c 576 s
1996 c 408 art 9 s 3,4; 1999 c 139

s 1; 1965 c 52 s 1; 1973 c 654
5; 1983 c 264 s 3,4; 1986 c
3; 1995 c 226 art 3 s 14;
art 4 s 2

245.041 Provision of firearms background check
information.
Notwithstanding section 253B.23, subdivision 9, the
commissioner of human services shall provide commitment
information to local law enforcement agencies on an individual
request basis by means of electronic data transfer from the
department of human services through the Minnesota crime
information system for the sole purpose of facilitating a
firearms background check under section 624.7131, 624.7132, or
624.714. The information to be provided is limited to whether
the person has been committed under chapter 253B and, if so, the
type of commitment.
HIST: 1994 c 618 art 1 s 26; 1994 c 636 art 3 s 2; 1995 c 207
art 8 s 1
***
260B.245 Effect of juvenile court proceedings.
Subdivision 1.
Effect. (a) No adjudication upon the
status of any child in the jurisdiction of the juvenile court
shall operate to impose any of the civil disabilities imposed by
conviction, nor shall any child be deemed a criminal by reason
of this adjudication, nor shall this adjudication be deemed a
conviction of crime, except as otherwise provided in this
section or section 260B.255. An extended jurisdiction juvenile
conviction shall be treated in the same manner as an adult
felony criminal conviction for purposes of the sentencing
guidelines. The disposition of the child or any evidence given
by the child in the juvenile court shall not be admissible as
evidence against the child in any case or proceeding in any
other court, except that an adjudication may later be used to
determine a proper sentence, nor shall the disposition or
evidence disqualify the child in any future civil service

examination, appointment, or application.
(b) A person who was adjudicated delinquent for, or
convicted as an extended jurisdiction juvenile of, a crime of
violence as defined in section 624.712, subdivision 5, is not
entitled to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm until
ten years have elapsed since the person was discharged and
during that time the person was not convicted of any other crime
of violence. A person who has received a relief of disability
under United States Code, title 18, section 925, is not subject
to the restrictions of this subdivision.
Subd. 2.
Construction. Nothing contained in this
section shall be construed to relate to subsequent proceedings
in juvenile court, nor shall preclude the juvenile court, under
circumstances other than those specifically prohibited in
subdivision 1, from disclosing information to qualified persons
if the court considers such disclosure to be in the best
interests of the child or of the administration of justice.
HIST: 1999 c 139 art 2 s 33
471.634 Definition.
For purposes of section 471.633, the terms "municipal
corporation" and "governmental subdivision," or instrumentality
thereof, do not include school districts and other entities
composed exclusively of school districts when school boards or
school administrators are regulating school grounds, school
facilities, school transportation services, school programs, or
the conduct of students at any activities conducted under the
direct or indirect supervision or control of the school board or
administration.
HIST: 1Sp1985 c 12 art 7 s 24

609.06 Authorized use of force.
Subdivision 1.
When authorized. Except as otherwise
provided in subdivision 2, reasonable force may be used upon or
toward the person of another without the other’s consent when
the following circumstances exist or the actor reasonably
believes them to exist:
(1) when used by a public officer or one assisting a public
officer under the public officer’s direction:
(a) in effecting a lawful arrest; or
(b) in the execution of legal process; or
(c) in enforcing an order of the court; or
(d) in executing any other duty imposed upon the public
officer by law; or

(2) when used by a person not a public officer in arresting
another in the cases and in the manner provided by law and
delivering the other to an officer competent to receive the
other into custody; or
(3) when used by any person in resisting or aiding another
to resist an offense against the person; or
(4) when used by any person in lawful possession of real or
personal property, or by another assisting the person in lawful
possession, in resisting a trespass upon or other unlawful
interference with such property; or
(5) when used by any person to prevent the escape, or to
retake following the escape, of a person lawfully held on a
charge or conviction of a crime; or
(6) when used by a parent, guardian, teacher, or other
lawful custodian of a child or pupil, in the exercise of lawful
authority, to restrain or correct such child or pupil; or
(7) when used by a school employee or school bus driver, in
the exercise of lawful authority, to restrain a child or pupil,
or to prevent bodily harm or death to another; or
(8) when used by a common carrier in expelling a passenger
who refuses to obey a lawful requirement for the conduct of
passengers and reasonable care is exercised with regard to the
passenger’s personal safety; or
(9) when used to restrain a person who is mentally ill or
mentally defective from self-injury or injury to another or when
used by one with authority to do so to compel compliance with
reasonable requirements for the person’s control, conduct, or
treatment; or
(10) when used by a public or private institution providing
custody or treatment against one lawfully committed to it to
compel compliance with reasonable requirements for the control,
conduct, or treatment of the committed person.
Subd. 2.
Deadly force used against peace officers.
Deadly force may not be used against peace officers who have
announced their presence and are performing official duties at a
location where a person is committing a crime or an act that
would be a crime if committed by an adult.
HIST: 1963 c 753 art 1 s 609.06; 1986 c 444; 1993 c 326 art 1
s 4; 1996 c 408 art 3 s 12; 2002 c 221 s 46

609.065 Justifiable taking of life.
The intentional taking of the life of another is not

authorized by section 609.06, except when necessary in resisting
or preventing an offense which the actor reasonably believes
exposes the actor or another to great bodily harm or death, or
preventing the commission of a felony in the actor’s place of
abode.
HIST: 1963 c 753 art 1 s 609.065; 1978 c 736 s 1; 1986 c 444
***
609.165 Restoration of civil rights; possession of
firearms.
Subdivision 1.
Restoration. When a person has been
deprived of civil rights by reason of conviction of a crime and
is thereafter discharged, such discharge shall restore the
person to all civil rights and to full citizenship, with full
right to vote and hold office, the same as if such conviction
had not taken place, and the order of discharge shall so provide.
Subd. 1a.
Certain convicted felons ineligible to
possess firearms. The order of discharge must provide that a
person who has been convicted of a crime of violence, as defined
in section 624.712, subdivision 5, is not entitled to ship,
transport, possess, or receive a firearm until ten years have
elapsed since the person was restored to civil rights and during
that time the person was not convicted of any other crime of
violence. Any person who has received such a discharge and who
thereafter has received a relief of disability under United
States Code, title 18, section 925, shall not be subject to the
restrictions of this subdivision.
Subd. 1b.
Violation and penalty. (a) Any person who
has been convicted of a crime of violence, as defined in section
624.712, subdivision 5, and who ships, transports, possesses, or
receives a firearm before ten years have elapsed since the
person was restored to civil rights, commits a felony and may be
sentenced to imprisonment for not more than 15 years or to
payment of a fine of not more than $30,000, or both.
(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to bar a
conviction and sentencing for a violation of section 624.713,
subdivision 2.
Subd. 1c. Repealed, 1999 c 61 s 2
Subd. 2.

Discharge.

The discharge may be:

(1) By order of the court following stay of sentence or
stay of execution of sentence; or
(2) Upon expiration of sentence.
Subd. 3.
Applicability. This section does not apply
to a forfeiture of and disqualification for public office as
provided in section 609.42, subdivision 2.

HIST: 1963 c 753 art 1 s 609.165; 1973 c 654 s 15; 1975 c 271
s 6; 1978 c 723 art 1 s 15; 1986 c 444; 1987 c 276 s 1; 1994 c
636 art 3 s 9; 1996 c 408 art 4 s 7; 1998 c 376 s 5
609.661 Penalty for set guns; swivel guns.
A person who violates a provision relating to set guns or
swivel guns is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 4 s 31
609.662 Shooting victim; duty to render aid.
Subdivision 1.
Definition. As used in this section,
"reasonable assistance" means aid appropriate to the
circumstances, and includes obtaining or attempting to obtain
assistance from a conservation or law enforcement officer, or
from medical personnel.
Subd. 2.
Duty to render aid. (a) A person who
discharges a firearm and knows or has reason to know that the
discharge has caused bodily harm to another person, shall:
(1) immediately investigate the extent of the person’s
injuries; and
(2) render immediate reasonable assistance to the injured
person.
(b) A person who violates this subdivision is guilty of a
crime and may be sentenced as follows:
(1) if the injured person suffered death or great bodily
harm as a result of the discharge, to imprisonment for not more
than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than $4,000,
or both;
(2) if the injured person suffered substantial bodily harm
as a result of the discharge, to imprisonment for not more than
one year and one day or to payment of a fine of not more than
$3,000, or both;
(3) otherwise, to imprisonment for not more than one year
or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both.
(c) Notwithstanding section 609.035 or 609.04, a
prosecution for or conviction under this subdivision is not a
bar to conviction of or punishment for any other crime committed
by the defendant as part of the same conduct.
Subd. 3.
Duty of witness. (a) A person who witnesses
the discharge of a firearm and knows or has reason to know that
the discharge caused bodily harm to a person shall:
(1) immediately investigate the extent of the injuries; and

(2) render immediate reasonable assistance to the injured
person.
(b) A person who violates this subdivision is guilty of a
crime and may be sentenced as follows:
(1) if the defendant was a companion of the person who
discharged the firearm at the time of the discharge, to
imprisonment for not more than one year or to payment of a fine
of not more than $3,000, or both;
(2) otherwise, to imprisonment for not more than 90 days or
to payment of a fine of not more than $700, or both.
Subd. 4.
Defense. It is an affirmative defense to a
charge under this section if the defendant proves by a
preponderance of the evidence that the defendant failed to
investigate or render assistance as required under this section
because the defendant reasonably perceived that these actions
could not be taken without a significant risk of bodily harm to
the defendant or others.
Subd. 5. Repealed, 1994 c 623 art 5 s 3
HIST: 1991 c 243 s 2
609.663 Display of handgun ammunition.
It is a petty misdemeanor to display centerfire
metallic-case handgun ammunition for sale to the public in a
manner that makes the ammunition directly accessible to persons
under the age of 18 years, other than employees or agents of the
seller, unless the display is under observation of the seller or
the seller’s employee or agent, or the seller takes reasonable
steps to exclude underage persons from the immediate vicinity of
the display. Ammunition displayed in an enclosed display case
or behind a counter is not directly accessible. This section
does not apply to ammunition suitable for big game hunting.
HIST: 1991 c 251 s 1
609.665 Spring guns.
Whoever sets a spring gun, pitfall, deadfall, snare, or
other like dangerous weapon or device, may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than six months or to payment of a
fine of not more than $700, or both.
HIST: 1963 c 753 art 1 s 609.665; 1984 c 628 art 3 s 11
609.666 Negligent storage of firearms.
Subdivision 1.
Definitions. For purposes of this
section, the following words have the meanings given.
(a) "Firearm" means a device designed to be used as a

weapon, from which is expelled a projectile by the force of any
explosion or force of combustion.
(b) "Child" means a person under the age of 18 years.
(c) "Loaded" means the firearm has ammunition in the
chamber or magazine, if the magazine is in the firearm, unless
the firearm is incapable of being fired by a child who is likely
to gain access to the firearm.
Subd. 2.
Access to firearms. A person is guilty of a
gross misdemeanor who negligently stores or leaves a loaded
firearm in a location where the person knows, or reasonably
should know, that a child is likely to gain access, unless
reasonable action is taken to secure the firearm against access
by the child.
Subd. 3.
Limitations. Subdivision 2 does not apply
to a child’s access to firearms that was obtained as a result of
an unlawful entry.
HIST: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 18; 1996 c 408 art 4 s 11
609.667 Firearms; removal or alteration of serial number.
Whoever commits any of the following acts may be sentenced
to imprisonment for not more than five years or to payment of a
fine of not more than $10,000, or both:
(1) obliterates, removes, changes, or alters the serial
number or other identification of a firearm;
(2) receives or possesses a firearm, the serial number or
other identification of which has been obliterated, removed,
changed, or altered; or
(3) receives or possesses a firearm that is not identified
by a serial number.
As used in this section, "serial number or other
identification" means the serial number and other information
required under United States Code, title 26, section 5842, for
the identification of firearms.
HIST: 1994 c 636 art 3 s 22
609.668 Explosive and incendiary devices.
Subdivision 1.
Definitions. For purposes of this
section, the following terms have the meanings given them.
(a) "Explosive device" means a device so articulated that
an ignition by fire, friction, concussion, chemical reaction, or
detonation of any part of the device may cause such sudden
generation of highly heated gases that the resultant gaseous
pressures are capable of producing destructive effects.

Explosive devices include, but are not limited to, bombs,
grenades, rockets having a propellant charge of more than four
ounces, mines, and fireworks modified for other than their
intended purpose. The term includes devices that produce a
chemical reaction that produces gas capable of bursting its
container and producing destructive effects. The term does not
include firearms ammunition.
(b) "Incendiary device" means a device so articulated that
an ignition by fire, friction, concussion, detonation, or other
method may produce destructive effects primarily through
combustion rather than explosion. The term does not include a
manufactured device or article in common use by the general
public that is designed to produce combustion for a lawful
purpose, including but not limited to matches, lighters, flares,
or devices commercially manufactured primarily for the purpose
of illumination, heating, or cooking. The term does not include
firearms ammunition.
(c) "Crime of violence" has the meaning given in section
624.712, subdivision 5, and also includes a domestic assault
conviction when committed within the last three years or while
an order for protection is active against the person, whichever
period is longer.
Subd. 2.
Possession by certain persons prohibited.
The following persons are prohibited from possessing or
reporting an explosive device or incendiary device:
(a) a person under the age of 18 years;
(b) a person who has been convicted in this state or
elsewhere of a crime of violence unless ten years have elapsed
since the person’s civil rights have been restored or the
sentence has expired, whichever occurs first, and during that
time the person has not been convicted of any other crime of
violence. For purposes of this section, crime of violence
includes crimes in other states or jurisdictions that would have
been crimes of violence if they had been committed in this
state;
(c) a person who is or has ever been confined or committed
in Minnesota or elsewhere as a person who is mentally ill,
mentally retarded, or mentally ill and dangerous to the public,
as defined in section 253B.02, to a treatment facility, unless
the person possesses a certificate of a medical doctor or
psychiatrist licensed in Minnesota, or other satisfactory proof,
that the person is no longer suffering from this disability;
(d) a person who has been convicted in Minnesota or
elsewhere for the unlawful use, possession, or sale of a
controlled substance other than conviction for possession of a
small amount of marijuana, as defined in section 152.01,
subdivision 16, or who is or has ever been hospitalized or
committed for treatment for the habitual use of a controlled
substance or marijuana, as defined in sections 152.01 and
152.02, unless the person possesses a certificate of a medical

doctor or psychiatrist licensed in Minnesota, or other
satisfactory proof, that the person has not abused a controlled
substance or marijuana during the previous two years;
(e) a person who has been confined or committed to a
treatment facility in Minnesota or elsewhere as chemically
dependent, as defined in section 253B.02, unless the person has
completed treatment; and
(f) a peace officer who is informally admitted to a
treatment facility under section 253B.04 for chemical
dependency, unless the officer possesses a certificate from the
head of the treatment facility discharging or provisionally
discharging the officer from the treatment facility.
A person who in good faith issues a certificate to a person
described in this subdivision to possess or use an incendiary or
explosive device is not liable for damages resulting or arising
from the actions or misconduct with an explosive or incendiary
device committed by the individual who is the subject of the
certificate.
Subd. 3.
Uses permitted. (a) The following persons
may own or possess an explosive device or incendiary device
provided that subdivision 4 is complied with:
(1) law enforcement officers for use in the course of their
duties;
(2) fire department personnel for use in the course of
their duties;
(3) corrections officers and other personnel at
correctional facilities or institutions when used for the
retention of persons convicted or accused of crime;
(4) persons possessing explosive devices or incendiary
devices that although designed as devices have been determined
by the commissioner of public safety or the commissioner’s
delegate, by reason of the date of manufacture, value, design,
or other characteristics, to be a collector’s item, relic,
museum piece, or specifically used in a particular vocation or
employment, such as the entertainment industry; and
(5) dealers and manufacturers who are federally licensed or
registered.
(b) Persons listed in paragraph (a) shall also comply with
the federal requirements for the registration and licensing of
destructive devices.
Subd. 4.
Report required. (a) Before owning or
possessing an explosive device or incendiary device as
authorized by subdivision 3, a person shall file a written
report with the department of public safety showing the person’s
name and address; the person’s title, position, and type of
employment; a description of the explosive device or incendiary

device sufficient to enable identification of the device; the
purpose for which the device will be owned or possessed; the
federal license or registration number, if appropriate; and
other information as the department may require.
(b) Before owning or possessing an explosive device or
incendiary device, a dealer or manufacturer shall file a written
report with the department of public safety showing the name and
address of the dealer or manufacturer; the federal license or
registration number, if appropriate; the general type and
disposition of the device; and other information as the
department may require.
Subd. 5.

Exceptions.

This section does not apply to:

(1) members of the armed forces of either the United States
or the state of Minnesota when for use in the course of duties;
(2) educational institutions when the devices are
manufactured or used in conjunction with an official education
course or program;
(3) propellant-actuated devices, or propellant-actuated
industrial tools manufactured, imported, or distributed for
their intended purpose;
(4) items that are neither designed or redesigned for use
as explosive devices or incendiary devices;
(5) governmental organizations using explosive devices or
incendiary devices for agricultural purposes or control of
wildlife;
(6) governmental organizations using explosive devices or
incendiary devices for official training purposes or as items
retained as evidence; or
(7) arsenals, navy yards, depots, or other establishments
owned by, or operated by or on behalf of, the United States.
Subd. 6.
Acts prohibited; penalties. (a) Except as
otherwise provided in this section, whoever possesses,
manufactures, transports, or stores an explosive device or
incendiary device in violation of this section may be sentenced
to imprisonment for not more than ten years or to payment of a
fine of not more than $20,000, or both.
(b) Whoever legally possesses, manufactures, transports, or
stores an explosive device or incendiary device, with intent to
use the device to damage property or cause injury, may be
sentenced to imprisonment for not more than ten years or to
payment of a fine of not more than $20,000, or both.
(c) Whoever, acting with gross disregard for human life or
property, negligently causes an explosive device or incendiary
device to be discharged, may be sentenced to imprisonment for
not more than 20 years or to payment of a fine of not more than

$100,000, or both.
Subd. 7.
Initial reporting. All persons have 60 days
from August 1, 1994, to report explosive devices and incendiary
devices to the department of public safety.
HIST: 1994 c 636 art 5 s 15; 2002 c 221 s 47
609.669 Civil disorder.
Subdivision 1.
Prohibited acts.
guilty of a gross misdemeanor who:

(a) A person is

(1) teaches or demonstrates to any other person how to use
or make any firearm, or explosive or incendiary device capable
of causing injury or death, knowing or having reason to know
that it will be unlawfully employed for use in, or in
furtherance of, a civil disorder; or
(2) assembles with one or more persons for the purpose of
training with, practicing with, or being instructed in the use
of any firearm, or explosive or incendiary device capable of
causing injury or death, with the intent that it be unlawfully
employed for use in, or in furtherance of, a civil disorder.
(b) This section does not apply to law enforcement officers
engaged in the lawful performance of the officer’s official
duties.
Subd. 2.
Definitions. For purposes of this section,
the following terms have the meanings given them:
(1) "civil disorder" means any public disturbance involving
acts of violence by assemblages of three or more persons, which
causes an immediate danger of or results in damage or injury to
the property or person of any other individual;
(2) "firearm" means any weapon which is designed to or may
readily be converted to expel any projectile by the action of an
explosive; or the frame or receiver of any such weapon;
(3) "explosive or incendiary device" has the meaning given
in section 609.668, subdivision 1; and
(4) "law enforcement officer" means any officer or employee
of the United States, the state, or any political subdivision of
the state, and specifically includes members of the National
Guard and members of the armed forces of the United States.
HIST: 1995 c 244 s 23
609.67 Machine guns and short-barreled shotguns.
Subdivision 1.
Definitions. (a) "Machine gun" means
any firearm designed to discharge, or capable of discharging
automatically more than once by a single function of the trigger.

(b) "Shotgun" means a weapon designed, redesigned, made or
remade which is intended to be fired from the shoulder and uses
the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire
through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single
projectile for each single pull of the trigger.
(c) "Short-barreled shotgun" means a shotgun having one or
more barrels less than 18 inches in length and any weapon made
from a shotgun if such weapon as modified has an overall length
less than 26 inches.
(d) "Trigger activator" means a removable manual or power
driven trigger activating device constructed and designed so
that, when attached to a firearm, the rate at which the trigger
may be pulled increases and the rate of fire of the firearm
increases to that of a machine gun.
(e) "Machine gun conversion kit" means any part or
combination of parts designed and intended for use in converting
a weapon into a machine gun, and any combination of parts from
which a machine gun can be assembled, but does not include a
spare or replacement part for a machine gun that is possessed
lawfully under section 609.67, subdivision 3.
Subd. 2.
Acts prohibited. Except as otherwise
provided herein, whoever owns, possesses, or operates a machine
gun, any trigger activator or machine gun conversion kit, or a
short-barreled shotgun may be sentenced to imprisonment for not
more than five years or to payment of a fine of not more than
$10,000, or both.
Subd. 3.
Uses permitted. The following persons may
own or possess a machine gun or short-barreled shotgun provided
the provisions of subdivision 4 are complied with:
(1) law enforcement officers for use in the course of their
duties;
(2) chief executive officers of correctional facilities and
other personnel thereof authorized by them and persons in charge
of other institutions for the retention of persons convicted or
accused of crime, for use in the course of their duties;
(3) persons possessing machine guns or short-barreled
shotguns which, although designed as weapons, have been
determined by the superintendent of the bureau of criminal
apprehension or the superintendent’s delegate by reason of the
date of manufacture, value, design or other characteristics to
be primarily collector’s items, relics, museum pieces or objects
of curiosity, ornaments or keepsakes, and are not likely to be
used as weapons;
(4) manufacturers of ammunition who possess and use machine
guns for the sole purpose of testing ammunition manufactured for
sale to federal and state agencies or political subdivisions;
and

(5) dealers and manufacturers who are federally licensed to
buy and sell, or manufacture machine guns or short-barreled
shotguns and who either use the machine guns or short-barreled
shotguns in peace officer training under courses approved by the
board of peace officer standards and training, or are engaged in
the sale of machine guns or short-barreled shotguns to federal
and state agencies or political subdivisions.
Subd. 4.
Report required. (a) A person owning or
possessing a machine gun or short-barreled shotgun as authorized
by subdivision 3, clause (1), (2), (3), or (4) shall, within ten
days after acquiring such ownership or possession, file a
written report with the bureau of criminal apprehension, showing
the person’s name and address; the person’s official title and
position, if any; a description of the machine gun or
short-barreled shotgun sufficient to enable identification
thereof; the purpose for which it is owned or possessed; and
such further information as the bureau may reasonably require.
(b) A dealer or manufacturer owning or having a machine gun
or short-barreled shotgun as authorized by subdivision 3, clause
(5) shall, by the tenth day of each month, file a written report
with the bureau of criminal apprehension showing the name and
address of the dealer or manufacturer and the serial number of
each machine gun or short-barreled shotgun acquired or
manufactured during the previous month.
Subd. 5.
Exceptions. This section does not apply to
members of the armed services of either the United States or the
state of Minnesota for use in the course of their duties.
Subd. 6.
Preemption. Laws 1977, chapter 255,
supersedes all local ordinances, rules and regulations.
HIST: 1963 c 753 art 1 s 609.67; 1977 c 255 s 1,2; 1979 c 102
s 13; 1984 c 628 art 3 s 11; 1986 c 444; 1987 c 93 s 1,2; 1990 c
439 s 5; 1993 c 326 art 1 s 19,20; 1993 c 366 s 10

609.672 Permissive inference; firearms in automobiles.
The presence of a firearm in a passenger automobile permits
the factfinder to infer knowing possession of the firearm by the
driver or person in control of the automobile when the firearm
was in the automobile. The inference does not apply:
(1) to a licensed operator of an automobile who is at the
time operating it for hire in the lawful and proper pursuit of
the operator’s trade;
(2) to any person in the automobile if one of them legally
possesses a firearm; or
(3) when the firearm is concealed on the person of one of
the occupants.

HIST: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 21
609.713 Terroristic threats.
Subdivision 1. Whoever threatens, directly or indirectly,
to commit any crime of violence with purpose to terrorize
another or to cause evacuation of a building, place of assembly,
vehicle or facility of public transportation or otherwise to
cause serious public inconvenience, or in a reckless disregard
of the risk of causing such terror or inconvenience may be
sentenced to imprisonment for not more than five years or to
payment of a fine of not more than $10,000, or both. As used in
this subdivision, "crime of violence" has the meaning given
"violent crime" in section 609.1095, subdivision 1, paragraph
(d).
Subd. 2. Whoever communicates to another with purpose to
terrorize another or in reckless disregard of the risk of
causing such terror, that explosives or an explosive device or
any incendiary device is present at a named place or location,
whether or not the same is in fact present, may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than three years or to payment of a
fine of not more than $3,000, or both.
Subd. 3. (a) Whoever displays, exhibits, brandishes, or
otherwise employs a replica firearm or a BB gun in a threatening
manner, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than one
year and one day or to payment of a fine of not more than
$3,000, or both, if, in doing so, the person either:
(1) causes or attempts to cause terror in another person;
or
(2) acts in reckless disregard of the risk of causing
terror in another person.
(b) For purposes of this subdivision:
(1) "BB gun" means a device that fires or ejects a shot
measuring .18 of an inch or less in diameter; and
(2) "replica firearm" means a device or object that is not
defined as a dangerous weapon, and that is a facsimile or toy
version of, and reasonably appears to be a pistol, revolver,
shotgun, sawed-off shotgun, rifle, machine gun, rocket launcher,
or any other firearm. The term replica firearm includes, but is
not limited to, devices or objects that are designed to fire
only blanks.
HIST: 1971 c 845 s 19; 1988 c 712 s 15; 1990 c 461 s 3; 1993 c
326 art 4 s 34; 1994 c 636 art 2 s 45; art 3 s 23; 1995 c 244 s
24,25; 1998 c 367 art 6 s 15
609.855 Crimes involving transit; shooting at transit
vehicle.

Subdivision 1.
Unlawfully obtaining services;
misdemeanor. A person is guilty of a misdemeanor who
intentionally obtains or attempts to obtain service from a
provider of public transit service or from a public conveyance,
without paying the required fare or otherwise obtaining the
consent of an authorized transit representative.
Subd. 2.
Unlawful interference with transit operator.
(a) Whoever intentionally commits an act that interferes with
or obstructs, or tends to interfere with or obstruct, the
operation of a transit vehicle is guilty of unlawful
interference with a transit operator and may be sentenced as
provided in paragraph (c).
(b) An act that is committed on a transit vehicle that
distracts the driver from the safe operation of the vehicle or
that endangers passengers is a violation of this subdivision if
an authorized transit representative has clearly warned the
person once to stop the act.
(c) A person who violates this subdivision may be sentenced
as follows:
(1) to imprisonment for not more than three years or to
payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both, if the
violation was accompanied by force or violence or a
communication of a threat of force or violence; or
(2) to imprisonment for not more than 90 days or to payment
of a fine of not more than $700, or both, if the violation was
not accompanied by force or violence or a communication of a
threat of force or violence.
Subd. 3.
Prohibited activities; misdemeanor. (a) A
person is guilty of a misdemeanor who, while riding in a vehicle
providing public transit service:
(1) operates a radio, television, tape player, electronic
musical instrument, or other electronic device, other than a
watch, which amplifies music, unless the sound emanates only
from earphones or headphones and except that vehicle operators
may operate electronic equipment for official business;
(2) smokes or carries lighted smoking paraphernalia;
(3) consumes food or beverages, except when authorized by
the operator or other official of the transit system;
(4) throws or deposits litter; or
(5) carries or is in control of an animal without the
operator’s consent.
(b) A person is guilty of a violation of this subdivision
only if the person continues to act in violation of this
subdivision after being warned once by an authorized transit

representative to stop the conduct.
Subd. 4. Repealed, 1994 c 636 art 2 s 69
Subd. 5.
Shooting at or in public transit vehicle or
facility. Whoever recklessly discharges a firearm at or in
any portion of a public transit vehicle or facility is guilty of
a felony and may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than
three years or to payment of a fine of not more than $6,000, or
both. If the transit vehicle or facility is occupied by any
person other than the offender, the person may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than five years or to payment of a
fine of not more than $10,000, or both.
Subd. 6.
Restraining orders. (a) At the sentencing
on a violation of this section, the district court shall
consider the extent to which the person’s conduct has negatively
disrupted the delivery of transit services or has affected the
utilization of public transit services by others. The district
court may, in its discretion, include as part of any sentence
for a violation of this section, an order restraining the person
from using public transit vehicles and facilities for a fixed
period, not to exceed two years or any term of probation,
whichever is longer.
(b) The district court administrator shall forward copies
of any orders, and any subsequent orders of the court rescinding
or modifying the original order, promptly to the operator of the
transit system on which the offense took place.
(c) A person who violates an order issued under this
subdivision is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
HIST: 1983 c 189 s 1; 1984 c 628 art 3 s 11; 1984 c 654 art 3
s 139,140; 1985 c 271 s 1; 1989 c 5 s 13,14; 1994 c 636 art 2 s
49; 1996 c 408 art 4 s 13
***
609A.03 Petition to expunge criminal records.
Subdivision 1.
Petition; filing fee. An individual
who is the subject of a criminal record who is seeking the
expungement of the record shall file a petition under this
section and pay a filing fee in the amount required under
section 357.021, subdivision 2, clause (1). The filing fee may
be waived in cases of indigency and shall be waived in the cases
described in section 609A.02, subdivision 3.
Subd. 2.
Contents of petition. (a) A petition for
expungement shall be signed under oath by the petitioner and
shall state the following:
(1) the petitioner’s full name and all other legal names or
aliases by which the petitioner has been known at any time;
(2) the petitioner’s date of birth;

(3) all of the petitioner’s addresses from the date of the
offense or alleged offense in connection with which an
expungement order is sought, to the date of the petition;
(4) why expungement is sought, if it is for employment or
licensure purposes, the statutory or other legal authority under
which it is sought, and why it should be granted;
(5) the details of the offense or arrest for which
expungement is sought, including the date and jurisdiction of
the occurrence, either the names of any victims or that there
were no identifiable victims, whether there is a current order
for protection, restraining order, or other no contact order
prohibiting the petitioner from contacting the victims or
whether there has ever been a prior order for protection or
restraining order prohibiting the petitioner from contacting the
victims, the court file number, and the date of conviction or of
dismissal;
(6) in the case of a conviction, what steps the petitioner
has taken since the time of the offense toward personal
rehabilitation, including treatment, work, or other personal
history that demonstrates rehabilitation;
(7) petitioner’s criminal conviction record indicating all
convictions for misdemeanors, gross misdemeanors, or felonies in
this state, and for all comparable convictions in any other
state, federal court, or foreign country, whether the
convictions occurred before or after the arrest or conviction
for which expungement is sought;
(8) petitioner’s criminal charges record indicating all
prior and pending criminal charges against the petitioner in
this state or another jurisdiction, including all criminal
charges that have been continued for dismissal or stayed for
adjudication, or have been the subject of pretrial diversion;
and
(9) all prior requests by the petitioner, whether for the
present offense or for any other offenses, in this state or any
other state or federal court, for pardon, return of arrest
records, or expungement or sealing of a criminal record, whether
granted or not, and all stays of adjudication or imposition of
sentence involving the petitioner.
(b) If there is a current order for protection, restraining
order, or other no contact order prohibiting the petitioner from
contacting the victims or there has ever been a prior order for
protection or restraining order prohibiting the petitioner from
contacting the victims, the petitioner shall attach a copy of
the order to the petition.
Subd. 3.
Service of petition and proposed order. (a)
The petitioner shall serve by mail the petition for expungement
and a proposed expungement order on the prosecutorial office
that had jurisdiction over the offense for which expungement is
sought and all other state and local government agencies and

jurisdictions whose records would be affected by the proposed
order. The petitioner shall also serve by mail the attorney for
each agency and jurisdiction.
(b) The prosecutorial office that had jurisdiction over the
offense for which expungement is sought shall serve by mail the
petition for expungement and a proposed expungement order on any
victims of the offense for which expungement is sought who have
requested notice of expungement pursuant to section 611A.06.
Service under this paragraph does not constitute a violation of
an existing order for protection, restraining order, or other no
contact order.
(c) The prosecutorial office’s notice to victims of the
offense under this subdivision must specifically inform the
victims of the victims’ right to be present and to submit an
oral or written statement at the expungement hearing described
in subdivision 4.
Subd. 4.
Hearing. A hearing on the petition shall be
held no sooner than 60 days after service of the petition. A
victim of the offense for which expungement is sought has a
right to submit an oral or written statement to the court at the
time of the hearing describing the harm suffered by the victim
as a result of the crime and the victim’s recommendation on
whether expungement should be granted or denied. The judge
shall consider the victim’s statement when making a decision.
Subd. 5.
Nature of remedy; standard; firearms
restriction. (a) Except as otherwise provided by paragraph
(b), expungement of a criminal record is an extraordinary remedy
to be granted only upon clear and convincing evidence that it
would yield a benefit to the petitioner commensurate with the
disadvantages to the public and public safety of:
(1) sealing the record; and
(2) burdening the court and public authorities to issue,
enforce, and monitor an expungement order.
(b) Except as otherwise provided by this paragraph, if the
petitioner is petitioning for the sealing of a criminal record
under section 609A.02, subdivision 3, the court shall grant the
petition to seal the record unless the agency or jurisdiction
whose records would be affected establishes by clear and
convincing evidence that the interests of the public and public
safety outweigh the disadvantages to the petitioner of not
sealing the record.
(c) If the court issues an expungement order it may require
that the criminal record be sealed, the existence of the record
not be revealed, and the record not be opened except as required
under subdivision 7. Records must not be destroyed or returned
to the subject of the record.
Subd. 5a.
Order concerning crimes of violence. An
order expunging the record of a conviction for a crime of

violence as defined in section 624.712, subdivision 5, must
provide that the person is not entitled to ship, transport,
possess, or receive a firearm until ten years have elapsed since
the order was entered and during that time the person was not
convicted of any other crime of violence. Any person whose
record of conviction is expunged under this section and who
thereafter receives a relief of disability under United States
Code, title 18, section 925, is not subject to the restriction
in this subdivision.
Subd. 6.
Order concerning controlled substance
offenses. If the court orders the sealing of the record of
proceedings under section 152.18, the effect of the order shall
be to restore the person, in the contemplation of the law, to
the status the person occupied before the arrest, indictment, or
information. The person shall not be held guilty of perjury or
otherwise of giving a false statement if the person fails to
acknowledge the arrest, indictment, information, or trial in
response to any inquiry made for any purpose.
Subd. 7.
Limitations of order. (a) Upon issuance of
an expungement order related to a charge supported by probable
cause, the DNA samples and DNA records held by the bureau of
criminal apprehension shall not be sealed, returned to the
subject of the record, or destroyed.
(b) Notwithstanding the issuance of an expungement order:
(1) an expunged record may be opened for purposes of a
criminal investigation, prosecution, or sentencing, upon an ex
parte court order; and
(2) an expunged record of a conviction may be opened for
purposes of evaluating a prospective employee in a criminal
justice agency without a court order.
Upon request by law enforcement, prosecution, or
corrections authorities, an agency or jurisdiction subject to an
expungement order shall inform the requester of the existence of
a sealed record and of the right to obtain access to it as
provided by this paragraph. For purposes of this section, a
"criminal justice agency" means courts or a government agency
that performs the administration of criminal justice under
statutory authority.
Subd. 8.
Distribution of expungement orders. The
court administrator shall send a copy of an expungement order to
each agency and jurisdiction whose records are affected by the
terms of the order.
Subd. 9.
Stay of order; appeal. An expungement order
shall be stayed automatically for 60 days after the order is
filed and, if the order is appealed, during the appeal period.
A person or an agency or jurisdiction whose records would be
affected by the order may appeal the order within 60 days of
service of notice of filing of the order. An agency or
jurisdiction or its officials or employees need not file a cost

bond or supersedeas bond in order to further stay the
proceedings or file an appeal.
HIST: 1996 c 408 art 9 s 9; 1998 c 367 art 11 s 19; 2000 c 311
art 4 s 8; 2001 c 209 s 2-5
624.61 Armed association.
It shall not be lawful for any body of persons, other than
the national guard, troops of the United States and, with the
consent of the governor, sons and daughters of veterans and
cadets of educational institutions where military science is
taught, to associate themselves together as a military company
with arms, but members of social and benevolent organizations
are not prohibited from wearing swords. Any violation of this
section shall be a misdemeanor.
HIST: (10533) RL s 5195; 1986 c 444
624.63 Dangerous exhibitions.
Every proprietor, lessee, or occupant of any place of
amusement, or any plat of ground, or building, who shall use or
allow it to be used for the exhibition of skill in throwing any
sharp instrument at or toward any human being, or who shall aim
or discharge, or allow to be aimed or discharged, at or toward
any human being, any bowgun, pistol, or firearm of any
description, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
HIST: (10266) RL s 5004
624.71 Gun control, application of federal law.
Subdivision 1. Notwithstanding any other law to the
contrary, it shall be lawful for any federally licensed
importer, manufacturer, dealer, or collector to sell and deliver
firearms and ammunition to a resident of a contiguous state in
any instance where such sale and delivery is lawful under the
federal Gun Control Act of 1968 (Public Law Number 90-618).
Subd. 2. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, it
shall be lawful for a resident of Minnesota to purchase firearms
and ammunition in a contiguous state in any instance where such
sale and delivery is lawful under the federal Gun Control Act of
1968 (Public Law Number 90-618).
HIST: 1969 c 216 s 1,2
624.711 Declaration of policy.
It is not the intent of the legislature to regulate
shotguns, rifles and other longguns of the type commonly used
for hunting and not defined as pistols or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapons, or to place costs of
administration upon those citizens who wish to possess or carry
pistols or semiautomatic military-style assault weapons

lawfully, or to confiscate or otherwise restrict the use of
pistols or semiautomatic military-style assault weapons by
law-abiding citizens.
HIST: 1975 c 378 s 1; 1993 c 326 art 1 s 22
***
624.712 Definitions.
Subdivision 1.
Scope. As used in sections 624.711 to
624.717, the terms defined in this section shall have the
meanings given them.
Subd. 2.
Pistol. "Pistol" includes a weapon designed
to be fired by the use of a single hand and with an overall
length less than 26 inches, or having a barrel or barrels of a
length less than 18 inches in the case of a shotgun or having a
barrel of a length less than 16 inches in the case of a rifle
(a) from which may be fired or ejected one or more solid
projectiles by means of a cartridge or shell or by the action of
an explosive or the igniting of flammable or explosive
substances; or (b) for which the propelling force is a spring,
elastic band, carbon dioxide, air or other gas, or vapor.
"Pistol" does not include a device firing or ejecting a
shot measuring .18 of an inch, or less, in diameter and commonly
known as a "BB gun," a scuba gun, a stud gun or nail gun used in
the construction industry or children’s pop guns or toys.
Subd. 3.
Antique firearm. "Antique firearm" means
any firearm, including any pistol, with a matchlock, flintlock,
percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system, manufactured
before 1899 and any replica of any firearm described herein if
such replica is not designed or redesigned, made or remade, or
intended to fire conventional rimfire or conventional centerfire
ammunition, or uses conventional rimfire or conventional
centerfire ammunition which is not readily available in the
ordinary channels of commercial trade.
Subd. 4.
Saturday night special pistol. "Saturday
night special pistol" means a pistol other than an antique
firearm or a pistol for which the propelling force is carbon
dioxide, air or other vapor, or children’s pop guns or toys,
having a frame, barrel, cylinder, slide or breechblock:
(a) of any material having a melting point (liquidus) of
less than 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit, or
(b) of any material having an ultimate tensile strength of
less than 55,000 pounds per square inch, or
(c) of any powdered metal having a density of less than 7.5
grams per cubic centimeter.
Subd. 5.
Crime of violence. "Crime of violence"
includes murder in the first, second, and third degrees,

manslaughter in the first and second degrees, aiding suicide,
aiding attempted suicide, felony violations of assault in the
first, second, third, and fourth degrees, assaults motivated by
bias under section 609.2231, subdivision 4, drive-by shootings,
terroristic threats, use of drugs to injure or to facilitate
crime, crimes committed for the benefit of a gang, commission of
a crime while wearing or possessing a bullet-resistant vest,
simple robbery, aggravated robbery, kidnapping, false
imprisonment, criminal sexual conduct in the first, second,
third, and fourth degrees, theft of a firearm, felony theft
involving the intentional taking or driving of a motor vehicle
without the consent of the owner or the authorized agent of the
owner, felony theft involving the taking of property from a
burning, abandoned, or vacant building, or from an area of
destruction caused by civil disaster, riot, bombing, or the
proximity of battle, felony theft involving the theft of a
controlled substance, an explosive, or an incendiary device,
arson in the first and second degrees, riot, burglary in the
first, second, third, and fourth degrees, harassment and
stalking, shooting at a public transit vehicle or facility,
reckless use of a gun or dangerous weapon, intentionally
pointing a gun at or towards a human being, setting a spring
gun, and unlawfully owning, possessing, operating a machine gun
or short-barreled shotgun, and an attempt to commit any of these
offenses, as each of those offenses is defined in chapter 609.
"Crime of violence" also includes felony violations of the
following: malicious punishment of a child; neglect or
endangerment of a child; and chapter 152.
Subd. 6.
Transfer. "Transfer" means a sale, gift,
loan, assignment or other delivery to another, whether or not
for consideration, of a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon or the frame or receiver of a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon.
Subd. 7.
Semiautomatic military-style assault weapon.
"Semiautomatic military-style assault weapon" means:
(1) any of the following firearms:
(i) Avtomat Kalashnikov (AK-47) semiautomatic rifle type;
(ii) Beretta AR-70 and BM-59 semiautomatic rifle types;
(iii) Colt AR-15 semiautomatic rifle type;
(iv) Daewoo Max-1 and Max-2 semiautomatic rifle types;
(v) Famas MAS semiautomatic rifle type;
(vi) Fabrique Nationale FN-LAR and FN-FNC semiautomatic
rifle types;
(vii) Galil semiautomatic rifle type;
(viii) Heckler &> Koch HK-91, HK-93, and HK-94 semiautomatic
rifle types;

(ix) Ingram MAC-10 and MAC-11 semiautomatic pistol and
carbine types;
(x) Intratec TEC-9 semiautomatic pistol type;
(xi) Sigarms SIG 550SP and SIG 551SP semiautomatic rifle
types;
(xii) SKS with detachable magazine semiautomatic rifle
type;
(xiii) Steyr AUG semiautomatic rifle type;
(xiv) Street Sweeper and Striker-12 revolving-cylinder
shotgun types;
(xv) USAS-12 semiautomatic shotgun type;
(xvi) Uzi semiautomatic pistol and carbine types; or
(xvii) Valmet M76 and M78 semiautomatic rifle types;
(2) any firearm that is another model made by the same
manufacturer as one of the firearms listed in clause (1), and
has the same action design as one of the listed firearms, and is
a redesigned, renamed, or renumbered version of one of the
firearms listed in clause (1), or has a slight modification or
enhancement, including but not limited to a folding or
retractable stock; adjustable sight; case deflector for
left-handed shooters; shorter barrel; wooden, plastic, or metal
stock; larger clip size; different caliber; or a bayonet mount;
and
(3) any firearm that has been manufactured or sold by
another company under a licensing agreement with a manufacturer
of one of the firearms listed in clause (1) entered into after
the effective date of Laws 1993, chapter 326, to manufacture or
sell firearms that are identical or nearly identical to those
listed in clause (1), or described in clause (2), regardless of
the company of production or country of origin.
The weapons listed in clause (1), except those listed in
items (iii), (ix), (x), (xiv), and (xv), are the weapons the
importation of which was barred by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms of the United States Department of the
Treasury in July 1989.
Except as otherwise specifically provided in paragraph (d),
a firearm is not a "semiautomatic military-style assault weapon"
if it is generally recognized as particularly suitable for or
readily adaptable to sporting purposes under United States Code,
title 18, section 925, paragraph (d)(3), or any regulations
adopted pursuant to that law.
Subd. 8.
Included weapons. By August 1, 1993, and
annually thereafter, the superintendent of the bureau of

criminal apprehension shall publish a current authoritative list
of the firearms included within the definition of "semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon" under this section. Dealers,
purchasers, and other persons may rely on the list in complying
with this chapter.
Subd. 9.
Business day. "Business day" means a day on
which state offices are open for normal business and excludes
weekends and legal holidays.
Subd. 10.
Crime punishable by imprisonment for a term
exceeding one year. "Crime punishable by imprisonment for a
term exceeding one year" does not include:
(1) any federal or state offense pertaining to antitrust
violations, unfair trade practices, restraints of trade, or
other similar offenses relating to the regulation of business
practices; or
(2) any state offense classified by the laws of this state
or any other state as a misdemeanor and punishable by a term of
imprisonment of two years or less.
What constitutes a conviction of a crime shall be
determined in accordance with the law of the jurisdiction in
which the proceedings were held. Any conviction which has been
expunged, or set aside, or for which a person has been pardoned
or has had civil rights restored shall not be considered a
conviction for purposes of this definition, unless such pardon,
expungement, or restoration of civil rights expressly provides
that the person may not ship, transport, possess, or receive
firearms.
HIST: 1975 c 378 s 2; 1977 c 349 s 2; 1987 c 276 s 3; 1991 c
279 s 35; 1993 c 326 art 1 s 23-26; 1994 c 636 art 3 s 24-26;
1995 c 226 art 2 s 32; 1996 c 408 art 4 s 14

***
624.713 Certain persons not to have pistols or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapons; penalty.
Subdivision 1.
Ineligible persons. The following
persons shall not be entitled to possess a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon or, except for
clause (a), any other firearm:
(a) a person under the age of 18 years except that a person
under 18 may carry or possess a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon (i) in the actual presence or
under the direct supervision of the person’s parent or guardian,
(ii) for the purpose of military drill under the auspices of a
legally recognized military organization and under competent
supervision, (iii) for the purpose of instruction, competition,
or target practice on a firing range approved by the chief of
police or county sheriff in whose jurisdiction the range is

located and under direct supervision; or (iv) if the person has
successfully completed a course designed to teach marksmanship
and safety with a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault
weapon and approved by the commissioner of natural resources;
(b) except as otherwise provided in clause (i), a person
who has been convicted of, or adjudicated delinquent or
convicted as an extended jurisdiction juvenile for committing,
in this state or elsewhere, a crime of violence unless ten years
have elapsed since the person has been restored to civil rights
or the sentence or disposition has expired, whichever occurs
first, and during that time the person has not been convicted of
or adjudicated for any other crime of violence. For purposes of
this section, crime of violence includes crimes in other states
or jurisdictions which would have been crimes of violence as
herein defined if they had been committed in this state;
(c) a person who is or has ever been confined in Minnesota
or elsewhere as a person who is mentally ill, mentally retarded,
or mentally ill and dangerous to the public, as defined in
section 253B.02, to a treatment facility, or who has ever been
found incompetent to stand trial or not guilty by reason of
mental illness, unless the person possesses a certificate of a
medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed in Minnesota, or other
satisfactory proof that the person is no longer suffering from
this disability;
(d) a person who has been convicted in Minnesota or
elsewhere of a misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor violation of
chapter 152, or a person who is or has ever been hospitalized or
committed for treatment for the habitual use of a controlled
substance or marijuana, as defined in sections 152.01 and
152.02, unless the person possesses a certificate of a medical
doctor or psychiatrist licensed in Minnesota, or other
satisfactory proof, that the person has not abused a controlled
substance or marijuana during the previous two years;
(e) a person who has been confined or committed to a
treatment facility in Minnesota or elsewhere as chemically
dependent as defined in section 253B.02, unless the person has
completed treatment. Property rights may not be abated but
access may be restricted by the courts;
(f) a peace officer who is informally admitted to a
treatment facility pursuant to section 253B.04 for chemical
dependency, unless the officer possesses a certificate from the
head of the treatment facility discharging or provisionally
discharging the officer from the treatment facility. Property
rights may not be abated but access may be restricted by the
courts;
(g) a person, including a person under the jurisdiction of
the juvenile court, who has been charged with committing a crime
of violence and has been placed in a pretrial diversion program
by the court before disposition, until the person has completed
the diversion program and the charge of committing the crime of
violence has been dismissed;

(h) except as otherwise provided in clause (i), a person
who has been convicted in another state of committing an offense
similar to the offense described in section 609.224, subdivision
3, against a family or household member or section 609.2242,
subdivision 3, unless three years have elapsed since the date of
conviction and, during that time, the person has not been
convicted of any other violation of section 609.224, subdivision
3, or 609.2242, subdivision 3, or a similar law of another
state;
(i) a person who has been convicted in this state or
elsewhere of assaulting a family or household member and who was
found by the court to have used a firearm in any way during
commission of the assault is prohibited from possessing any type
of firearm for the period determined by the sentencing court; or
(j) a person who:
(1) has been convicted in any court of a crime punishable
by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year;
(2) is a fugitive from justice as a result of having fled
from any state to avoid prosecution for a crime or to avoid
giving testimony in any criminal proceeding;
(3) is an unlawful user of any controlled substance as
defined in chapter 152;
(4) has been judicially committed to a treatment facility
in Minnesota or elsewhere as a person who is mentally ill,
mentally retarded, or mentally ill and dangerous to the public,
as defined in section 253B.02;
(5) is an alien who is illegally or unlawfully in the
United States;
(6) has been discharged from the armed forces of the United
States under dishonorable conditions; or
(7) has renounced the person’s citizenship having been a
citizen of the United States.
A person who issues a certificate pursuant to this
subdivision in good faith is not liable for damages resulting or
arising from the actions or misconduct with a firearm committed
by the individual who is the subject of the certificate.
The prohibition in this subdivision relating to the
possession of firearms other than pistols and semiautomatic
military-style assault weapons does not apply retroactively to
persons who are prohibited from possessing a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon under this
subdivision before August 1, 1994.
Subd. 1a.
Ineligible to receive, ship, transport. A
person presently charged with a crime punishable by imprisonment

for a term exceeding one year shall not be entitled to receive,
ship, or transport any pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon. A violation of this subdivision is a gross
misdemeanor.
Subd. 2.
Penalties. A person named in subdivision 1,
clause (a), who possesses a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon is guilty of a felony and may be
sentenced to imprisonment for not more than five years or to
payment of a fine of not more than $10,000, or both. A person
named in subdivision 1, clause (b), who possesses any type of
firearm is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than 15 years or to payment of a fine
of not more than $30,000, or both. A person named in any other
clause of subdivision 1 who possesses any type of firearm is
guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
Subd. 3.
Notice. (a) When a person is convicted of,
or adjudicated delinquent or convicted as an extended
jurisdiction juvenile for committing, a crime of violence as
defined in section 624.712, subdivision 5, the court shall
inform the defendant that the defendant is prohibited from
possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault
weapon for a period of ten years after the person was restored
to civil rights or since the sentence or disposition has
expired, whichever occurs first, and that it is a felony offense
to violate this prohibition. The failure of the court to
provide this information to a defendant does not affect the
applicability of the pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon possession prohibition or the felony penalty to
that defendant.
(b) When a person, including a person under the
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, is charged with committing a
crime of violence and is placed in a pretrial diversion program
by the court before disposition, the court shall inform the
defendant that: (1) the defendant is prohibited from possessing
a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon until
the person has completed the diversion program and the charge of
committing a crime of violence has been dismissed; (2) it is a
gross misdemeanor offense to violate this prohibition; and (3)
if the defendant violates this condition of participation in the
diversion program, the charge of committing a crime of violence
may be prosecuted. The failure of the court to provide this
information to a defendant does not affect the applicability of
the pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon
possession prohibition or the gross misdemeanor penalty to that
defendant.
HIST: 1975 c 378 s 3; 1983 c 269 s 2; 1Sp1985 c 9 art 2 s 98;
1986 c 444; 1991 c 279 s 36; 1992 c 537 s 3; 1993 c 326 art 1 s
27; 1993 c 366 s 11; 1994 c 576 s 55,56; 1994 c 636 art 3 s
27,28; 1995 c 259 art 3 s 21; 1996 c 408 art 4 s 15; 2002 c 221
s 48
624.7131 Transferee permit; penalty.

Subdivision 1.
Information. Any person may apply for
a transferee permit by providing the following information in
writing to the chief of police of an organized full time police
department of the municipality in which the person resides or to
the county sheriff if there is no such local chief of police:
(a) the name, residence, telephone number and driver’s
license number or nonqualification certificate number, if any,
of the proposed transferee;
(b) the sex, date of birth, height, weight and color of
eyes, and distinguishing physical characteristics, if any, of
the proposed transferee;
(c) a statement that the proposed transferee authorizes the
release to the local police authority of commitment information
about the proposed transferee maintained by the commissioner of
human services, to the extent that the information relates to
the proposed transferee’s eligibility to possess a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon under section
624.713, subdivision 1; and
(d) a statement by the proposed transferee that the
proposed transferee is not prohibited by section 624.713 from
possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault
weapon.
The statements shall be signed and dated by the person
applying for a permit. At the time of application, the local
police authority shall provide the applicant with a dated
receipt for the application. The statement under clause (c)
must comply with any applicable requirements of Code of Federal
Regulations, title 42, sections 2.31 to 2.35, with respect to
consent to disclosure of alcohol or drug abuse patient records.
Subd. 2.
Investigation. The chief of police or
sheriff shall check criminal histories, records and warrant
information relating to the applicant through the Minnesota
crime information system and the national criminal record
repository and shall make a reasonable effort to check other
available state and local record-keeping systems. The chief of
police or sheriff shall obtain commitment information from the
commissioner of human services as provided in section 245.041.
Subd. 3.
Forms. Chiefs of police and sheriffs shall
make transferee permit application forms available throughout
the community. There shall be no charge for forms, reports,
investigations, notifications, waivers or any other act
performed or materials provided by a government employee or
agency in connection with application for or issuance of a
transferee permit.
Subd. 4.
Grounds for disqualification. A
determination by the chief of police or sheriff that the
applicant is prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a
pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon shall be

the only basis for refusal to grant a transferee permit.
Subd. 5.
Granting of permits. The chief of police
or sheriff shall issue a transferee permit or deny the
application within seven days of application for the permit.
The chief of police or sheriff shall provide an applicant with
written notification of a denial and the specific reason for the
denial. The permits and their renewal shall be granted free of
charge.
Subd. 6.
Permits valid statewide. Transferee permits
issued pursuant to this section are valid statewide and shall
expire after one year. A transferee permit may be renewed in
the same manner and subject to the same provisions by which the
original permit was obtained, except that all renewed permits
must comply with the standards adopted by the commissioner of
public safety under section 624.7151. Permits issued pursuant
to this section are not transferable. A person who transfers a
permit in violation of this subdivision is guilty of a
misdemeanor.
Subd. 7.
Permit voided. The transferee permit shall
be void at the time that the holder becomes prohibited from
possessing a pistol under section 624.713, in which event the
holder shall return the permit within five days to the issuing
authority. Failure of the holder to return the permit within
the five days is a misdemeanor unless the court finds that the
circumstances or the physical or mental condition of the permit
holder prevented the holder from complying with the return
requirement.
Subd. 8.
Hearing upon denial. Any person aggrieved
by denial of a transferee permit may appeal the denial to the
district court having jurisdiction over the county or
municipality in which the denial occurred.
Subd. 9.
Permit to carry. A valid permit to carry
issued pursuant to section 624.714 constitutes a transferee
permit for the purposes of this section and section 624.7132.
Subd. 10.
Transfer report not required. A person who
transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault
weapon to a person exhibiting a valid transferee permit issued
pursuant to this section or a valid permit to carry issued
pursuant to section 624.714 is not required to file a transfer
report pursuant to section 624.7132, subdivision 1.
Subd. 11.
Penalty. A person who makes a false
statement in order to obtain a transferee permit knowing or
having reason to know the statement is false is guilty of a
gross misdemeanor.
Subd. 12.
Local regulation. This section shall be
construed to supersede municipal or county regulation of the
issuance of transferee permits.
HIST: 1977 c 349 s 4; 1986 c 444; 1992 c 571 art 15 s 5,6;

1993 c 326 art 1 s 28-30; 1994 c 618 art 1 s 41,42; 1994 c 636
art 3 s 29-31; 1998 c 254 art 2 s 67
624.7132 Report of transfer.
Subdivision 1.
Required information. Except as
provided in this section and section 624.7131, every person who
agrees to transfer a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon shall report the following information in writing
to the chief of police of the organized full-time police
department of the municipality where the proposed transferee
resides or to the appropriate county sheriff if there is no such
local chief of police:
(a) the name, residence, telephone number and driver’s
license number or nonqualification certificate number, if any,
of the proposed transferee;
(b) the sex, date of birth, height, weight and color of
eyes, and distinguishing physical characteristics, if any, of
the proposed transferee;
(c) a statement that the proposed transferee authorizes the
release to the local police authority of commitment information
about the proposed transferee maintained by the commissioner of
human services, to the extent that the information relates to
the proposed transferee’s eligibility to possess a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon under section
624.713, subdivision 1;
(d) a statement by the proposed transferee that the
transferee is not prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing
a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon; and
(e) the address of the place of business of the transferor.
The report shall be signed and dated by the transferor and
the proposed transferee. The report shall be delivered by the
transferor to the chief of police or sheriff no later than three
days after the date of the agreement to transfer, excluding
weekends and legal holidays. The statement under clause (c)
must comply with any applicable requirements of Code of Federal
Regulations, title 42, sections 2.31 to 2.35, with respect to
consent to disclosure of alcohol or drug abuse patient records.
Subd. 2.
Investigation. Upon receipt of a transfer
report, the chief of police or sheriff shall check criminal
histories, records and warrant information relating to the
proposed transferee through the Minnesota crime information
system and the national criminal record repository and shall
make a reasonable effort to check other available state and
local record-keeping systems. The chief of police or sheriff
shall obtain commitment information from the commissioner of
human services as provided in section 245.041.
Subd. 3.

Notification.

The chief of police or

sheriff shall notify the transferor and proposed transferee in
writing as soon as possible if the chief or sheriff determines
that the proposed transferee is prohibited by section 624.713
from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault
weapon. The notification to the transferee shall specify the
grounds for the disqualification of the proposed transferee and
shall set forth in detail the transferee’s right of appeal under
subdivision 13.
Subd. 4.
Delivery. Except as otherwise provided in
subdivision 7 or 8, no person shall deliver a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon to a proposed
transferee until five business days after the date the agreement
to transfer is delivered to a chief of police or sheriff in
accordance with subdivision 1 unless the chief of police or
sheriff waives all or a portion of the seven day waiting
period. The chief of police or sheriff may waive all or a
portion of the five business day waiting period in writing if
the chief of police or sheriff finds that the transferee
requires access to a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon because of a threat to the life of the transferee
or of any member of the household of the transferee.
No person shall deliver a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon to a proposed transferee after
receiving a written notification that the chief of police or
sheriff has determined that the proposed transferee is
prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon.
If the transferor makes a report of transfer and receives
no written notification of disqualification of the proposed
transferee within five business days after delivery of the
agreement to transfer, the pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon may be delivered to the transferee.
Subd. 5.
Grounds for disqualification. A
determination by the chief of police or sheriff that the
proposed transferee is prohibited by section 624.713 from
possessing a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault
weapon shall be the sole basis for a notification of
disqualification under this section.
Subd. 6.
Transferee permit. If a chief of police or
sheriff determines that a transferee is not a person prohibited
by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon, the transferee may, within 30
days after the determination, apply to that chief of police or
sheriff for a transferee permit, and the permit shall be issued.
Subd. 7. Repealed, 1994 c 636 art 3 s 46
Subd. 8.
Report not required. If the proposed
transferee presents a valid transferee permit issued under
section 624.7131 or a valid permit to carry issued under section
624.714, the transferor need not file a transfer report.

Subd. 9.
Number of pistols or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapons. Any number of pistols or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapons may be the subject
of a single transfer agreement and report to the chief of police
or sheriff. Nothing in this section or section 624.7131 shall
be construed to limit or restrict the number of pistols or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapons a person may
acquire.
Subd. 10.
Restriction on records. If, after a
determination that the transferee is not a person prohibited by
section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon, a transferee requests that no
record be maintained of the fact of who is the transferee of a
pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon, the chief
of police or sheriff shall sign the transfer report and return
it to the transferee as soon as possible. Thereafter, no
government employee or agency shall maintain a record of the
transfer that identifies the transferee, and the transferee
shall retain the report of transfer.
Subd. 11.
Forms; cost. Chiefs of police and sheriffs
shall make transfer report forms available throughout the
community. There shall be no charge for forms, reports,
investigations, notifications, waivers or any other act
performed or materials provided by a government employee or
agency in connection with a transfer.
Subd. 12.
Exclusions. Except as otherwise provided
in section 609.66, subdivision 1f, this section shall not apply
to transfers of antique firearms as curiosities or for their
historical significance or value, transfers to or between
federally licensed firearms dealers, transfers by order of
court, involuntary transfers, transfers at death or the
following transfers:
(a) a transfer by a person other than a federally licensed
firearms dealer;
(b) a loan to a prospective transferee if the loan is
intended for a period of no more than one day;
(c) the delivery of a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon to a person for the purpose of
repair, reconditioning or remodeling;
(d) a loan by a teacher to a student in a course designed
to teach marksmanship or safety with a pistol and approved by
the commissioner of natural resources;
(e) a loan between persons at a firearms collectors
exhibition;
(f) a loan between persons lawfully engaged in hunting or
target shooting if the loan is intended for a period of no more
than 12 hours;

(g) a loan between law enforcement officers who have the
power to make arrests other than citizen arrests; and
(h) a loan between employees or between the employer and an
employee in a business if the employee is required to carry a
pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon by reason
of employment and is the holder of a valid permit to carry a
pistol.
Subd. 13.
Appeal. A person aggrieved by the
determination of a chief of police or sheriff that the person is
prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon may appeal the
determination as provided in this subdivision. The district
court shall have jurisdiction of proceedings under this
subdivision.
On review pursuant to this subdivision, the court shall be
limited to a determination of whether the proposed transferee is
a person prohibited from possessing a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon by section 624.713.
Subd. 14.
Transfer to unknown party. (a) No person
shall transfer a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault
weapon to another who is not personally known to the transferor
unless the proposed transferee presents evidence of identity to
the transferor.
(b) No person who is not personally known to the transferor
shall become a transferee of a pistol or semiautomatic
military-style assault weapon unless the person presents
evidence of identity to the transferor.
(c) The evidence of identity shall contain the name,
residence address, date of birth, and photograph of the proposed
transferee; must be made or issued by or under the authority of
the United States government, a state, a political subdivision
of a state, a foreign government, a political subdivision of a
foreign government, an international governmental or an
international quasi-governmental organization; and must be of a
type commonly accepted for the purpose of identification of
individuals.
(d) A person who becomes a transferee of a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon in violation of this
subdivision is guilty of a misdemeanor.
Subd. 15.
Penalties. (a) Except as otherwise
provided in paragraph (b), a person who does any of the
following is guilty of a gross misdemeanor:
(1) transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon in violation of subdivisions 1 to 13;
(2) transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon to a person who has made a false statement in
order to become a transferee, if the transferor knows or has

reason to know the transferee has made the false statement;
(3) knowingly becomes a transferee in violation of
subdivisions 1 to 13; or
(4) makes a false statement in order to become a transferee
of a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon
knowing or having reason to know the statement is false.
(b) A person who does either of the following is guilty of
a felony:
(1) transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon to a person under the age of 18 in violation of
subdivisions 1 to 13; or
(2) transfers a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon to a person under the age of 18 who has made a
false statement in order to become a transferee, if the
transferor knows or has reason to know the transferee has made
the false statement.
Subd. 16.
Local regulation. This section shall be
construed to supersede municipal or county regulation of the
transfer of pistols.
HIST: 1977 c 349 s 5; 1985 c 144 s 2; 1986 c 444; 1992 c 571
art 15 s 7; 1993 c 326 art 1 s 31; 1994 c 576 s 57; 1994 c 618
art 1 s 43,44; 1994 c 636 art 3 s 32-37; 1996 c 305 art 1 s 122;
1998 c 254 art 2 s 68
***
624.714 Carrying of weapons without permit; penalties.
Subdivision 1.
Penalty. (a) A person, other than a
law enforcement officer who has authority to make arrests other
than citizens arrests, who carries, holds or possesses a pistol
in a motor vehicle, snowmobile or boat, or on or about the
person’s clothes or the person, or otherwise in possession or
control in a public place or public area without first having
obtained a permit to carry the pistol is guilty of a gross
misdemeanor. A person who is convicted a second or subsequent
time is guilty of a felony.
(b) A person who has been issued a permit and who engages
in activities other than those for which the permit has been
issued, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
Subd. 2.
Where application made. Applications for
permits to carry shall be made to the chief of police of an
organized full-time police department of the municipality where
the applicant resides or to the county sheriff where there is no
such local chief of police where the applicant resides. At the
time of application, the local police authority shall provide
the applicant with a dated receipt for the application.

Subd. 3.
Contents. Applications for permits to carry
shall set forth in writing the following information:
(1) the name, residence, telephone number, and driver’s
license number or nonqualification certificate number, if any,
of the applicant;
(2) the sex, date of birth, height, weight, and color of
eyes and hair, and distinguishing physical characteristics, if
any, of the applicant;
(3) a statement that the applicant authorizes the release
to the local police authority of commitment information about
the applicant maintained by the commissioner of human services,
to the extent that the information relates to the applicant’s
eligibility to possess a pistol or semiautomatic military-style
assault weapon under section 624.713, subdivision 1;
(4) a statement by the applicant that the applicant is not
prohibited by section 624.713 from possessing a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon; and
(5) a recent color photograph of the applicant.
The application shall be signed and dated by the applicant. The
statement under clause (3) must comply with any applicable
requirements of Code of Federal Regulations, title 42, sections
2.31 to 2.35, with respect to consent to disclosure of alcohol
or drug abuse patient records.
Subd. 4.
Investigation. The application authority
shall check criminal records, histories, and warrant information
on each applicant through the Minnesota Crime Information System.
The chief of police or sheriff shall obtain commitment
information from the commissioner of human services as provided
in section 245.041.
Subd. 5.
Granting of permits. No permit to carry
shall be granted to a person unless the applicant:
(a) is not a person prohibited by section 624.713 from
possessing a pistol;
(b) provides a firearms safety certificate recognized by
the department of natural resources, evidence of successful
completion of a test of ability to use a firearm supervised by
the chief of police or sheriff or other satisfactory proof of
ability to use a pistol safely; and
(c) has an occupation or personal safety hazard requiring a
permit to carry.
Subd. 6.
Failure to grant permits. Failure of the
chief police officer or the county sheriff to deny the
application or issue a permit to carry a pistol within 21 days
of the date of application shall be deemed to be a grant
thereof. The local police authority shall provide an applicant

with written notification of a denial and the specific reason
for the denial. A chief of police or a sheriff may charge a fee
to cover the cost of conducting a background check, not to
exceed $10. The permit shall specify the activities for which
it shall be valid.
Subd. 7.
Renewal. Permits to carry a pistol issued
pursuant to this section shall expire after one year and shall
thereafter be renewed in the same manner and subject to the same
provisions by which the original permit was obtained, except
that all renewed permits must comply with the standards adopted
by the commissioner of public safety under section 624.7161.
Subd. 8.
Permit to carry voided. The permit to
carry shall be void at the time that the holder becomes
prohibited from possessing a pistol under section 624.713, in
which event the holder shall return the permit within five days
to the application authority. Failure of the holder to return
the permit within the five days is a gross misdemeanor unless
the court finds that the circumstances or the physical or mental
condition of the permit holder prevented the holder from
complying with the return requirement.
Subd. 9.
Carrying pistols about one’s premises or for
purposes of repair, target practice. A permit to carry is
not required of a person:
(a) to keep or carry about the person’s place of business,
dwelling house, premises or on land possessed by the person a
pistol;
(b) to carry a pistol from a place of purchase to the
person’s dwelling house or place of business, or from the
person’s dwelling house or place of business to or from a place
where repairing is done, to have the pistol repaired;
(c) to carry a pistol between the person’s dwelling house
and place of business;
(d) to carry a pistol in the woods or fields or upon the
waters of this state for the purpose of hunting or of target
shooting in a safe area; or
(e) to transport a pistol in a motor vehicle, snowmobile or
boat if the pistol is unloaded, contained in a closed and
fastened case, gunbox, or securely tied package.
Subd. 10.
False representations. A person who gives
or causes to be given any false information in applying for a
permit to carry, knowing or having reason to know the
information is false, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
Subd. 11.
No limit on number of pistols. A person
shall not be restricted as to the number of pistols the person
may carry.
Subd. 12.

Hearing upon denial.

Any person aggrieved

by denial of a permit to carry may appeal the denial to the
district court having jurisdiction over the county or
municipality wherein the notification or denial occurred. The
matter shall be heard de novo without a jury.
Subd. 13.
Exemptions; adult correctional facility
officers. A permit to carry a pistol is not required of any
officer of a state adult correctional facility when on guard
duty or otherwise engaged in an assigned duty.
HIST: 1975 c 378 s 4; 1976 c 269 s 1; 1977 c 349 s 3; 1983 c
264 s 10; 1986 c 444; 1992 c 571 art 15 s 8,9; 1993 c 326 art 1
s 32; 1994 c 618 art 1 s 45,46; 1994 c 636 art 3 s 38-40; 1998 c
254 art 2 s 69
624.7141 Transfer to ineligible person.
Subdivision 1.
Transfer prohibited. A person is
guilty of a gross misdemeanor who intentionally transfers a
pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon to another
if the person knows that the transferee:
(1) has been denied a permit to carry under section 624.714
because the transferee is not eligible under section 624.713 to
possess a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon;
(2) has been found ineligible to possess a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon by a chief of police
or sheriff as a result of an application for a transferee permit
or a transfer report; or
(3) is disqualified under section 624.713 from possessing a
pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon.
Subd. 2.
Felony. A violation of this section is a
felony if the transferee possesses or uses the weapon within one
year after the transfer in furtherance of a felony crime of
violence.
Subd. 3.
Subsequent eligibility. This section is not
applicable to a transfer to a person who became eligible to
possess a pistol or semiautomatic military-style assault weapon
under section 624.713 after the transfer occurred but before the
transferee used or possessed the weapon in furtherance of any
crime.
HIST: 1994 c 636 art 3 s 41
624.715 Exemptions; antiques and ornaments.
Sections 624.713 and 624.714 shall not apply to antique
firearms which are carried or possessed as curiosities or for
their historical significance or value.
HIST: 1975 c 378 s 5

624.7151 Standardized forms.
By December 1, 1992, the commissioner of public safety
shall adopt statewide standards governing the form and contents,
as required by sections 624.7131 to 624.714, of every
application for a pistol transferee permit, pistol transferee
permit, report of transfer of a pistol, application for a permit
to carry a pistol, and permit to carry a pistol that is granted
or renewed on or after January 1, 1993.
Every application for a pistol transferee permit, pistol
transferee permit, report of transfer of a pistol, application
for a permit to carry a pistol, and permit to carry a pistol
that is received, granted, or renewed by a police chief or
county sheriff on or after January 1, 1993, must meet the
statewide standards adopted by the commissioner of public safety.
Notwithstanding the previous sentence, neither failure of the
department of public safety to adopt standards nor failure of
the police chief or county sheriff to meet them shall delay the
timely processing of applications nor invalidate permits issued
on other forms meeting the requirements of sections 624.7131 to
624.714.
HIST: 1992 c 571 art 15 s 10; 1997 c 187 art 2 s 15
624.716 Saturday night specials prohibited; penalty.
Any federally licensed firearms dealer who sells a Saturday
Night Special Pistol, or any person who manufactures or
assembles a Saturday Night Special Pistol in whole or in part,
shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
HIST: 1975 c 378 s 6
624.7161 Firearms dealers; certain security measures
required.
Subdivision 1.
Definitions. (a) For purposes of this
section, the following terms have the meanings given.
(b) "Firearms dealer" means a dealer federally licensed to
sell pistols who operates a retail business in which pistols are
sold from a permanent business location other than the dealer’s
home.
(c) "Small firearms dealer" means a firearms dealer who
operates a retail business at which no more than 50 pistols are
displayed for sale at any time.
(d) "Large firearms dealer" means a firearms dealer who
operates a retail business at which more than 50 pistols are
displayed for sale at any time.
Subd. 2.
Security measures required. After business
hours when the dealer’s place of business is unattended, a small
firearms dealer shall place all pistols that are located in the

dealer’s place of business in a locked safe or locked steel gun
cabinet, or on a locked, hardened steel rod or cable that runs
through the pistol’s trigger guards. The safe, gun cabinet,
rod, or cable must be anchored to prevent its removal from the
premises.
Subd. 3.
Security standards. The commissioner of
public safety shall adopt standards specifying minimum security
requirements for small and large firearms dealers. By January
1, 1993, all firearms dealers shall comply with the standards.
The standards may provide for:
(1) alarm systems for small and large firearms dealers;
(2) site hardening and other necessary and effective
security measures required for large firearms dealers;
(3) a system of inspections, during normal business hours,
by local law enforcement officials for compliance with the
standards; and
(4) other reasonable requirements necessary and effective
to reduce the risk of burglaries at firearms dealers’ business
establishments.
HIST: 1992 c 571 art 15 s 11
624.7162 Firearms dealers; safety requirements.
Subdivision 1.
Firearms dealers. For purposes of
this section, a firearms dealer is any person who is federally
licensed to sell firearms from any location.
Subd. 2.
Notice required. In each business location
where firearms are sold by a firearms dealer, the dealer shall
post in a conspicuous location the following warning in block
letters not less than one inch in height: "IT IS UNLAWFUL TO
STORE OR LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WHERE A CHILD CAN OBTAIN ACCESS."
Subd. 3.
Fine. A person who violates the provisions
of this section is guilty of a petty misdemeanor and may be
fined not more than $200.
HIST: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 33

624.717 Local regulation.
Sections 624.711 to 624.716 shall be construed to supersede
municipal or county regulation of the carrying or possessing of
pistols and the regulation of Saturday Night Special Pistols.
HIST: 1975 c 378 s 7; 1985 c 144 s 3
624.7181 Rifles and shotguns in public places.

Subdivision 1.
Definitions. For purposes of this
section, the following terms have the meanings given them.
(a) "BB gun" means a device that fires or ejects a shot
measuring .18 of an inch or less in diameter.
(b) "Carry" does not include:
(1) the carrying of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun to, from,
or at a place where firearms are repaired, bought, sold, traded,
or displayed, or where hunting, target shooting, or other lawful
activity involving firearms occurs, or at funerals, parades, or
other lawful ceremonies;
(2) the carrying by a person of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun
that is unloaded and in a gun case expressly made to contain a
firearm, if the case fully encloses the firearm by being zipped,
snapped, buckled, tied, or otherwise fastened, and no portion of
the firearm is exposed;
(3) the carrying of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun by a person
who has a permit under section 624.714;
(4) the carrying of an antique firearm as a curiosity or
for its historical significance or value; or
(5) the transporting of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun in
compliance with section 97B.045.
(c) "Public place" means property owned, leased, or
controlled by a governmental unit and private property that is
regularly and frequently open to or made available for use by
the public in sufficient numbers to give clear notice of the
property’s current dedication to public use but does not include:
a person’s dwelling house or premises, the place of business
owned or managed by the person, or land possessed by the person;
a gun show, gun shop, or hunting or target shooting facility; or
the woods, fields, or waters of this state where the person is
present lawfully for the purpose of hunting or target shooting
or other lawful activity involving firearms.
Subd. 2.
Penalties. Whoever carries a BB gun, rifle,
or shotgun on or about the person in a public place is guilty of
a gross misdemeanor. A person under the age of 21 who carries a
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon, as defined in
section 624.712, subdivision 7, on or about the person in a
public place is guilty of a felony.
Subd. 3.
Exceptions. This section does not apply to
officers, employees, or agents of law enforcement agencies or
the armed forces of this state or the United States, or private
detectives or protective agents, to the extent that these
persons are authorized by law to carry firearms and are acting
in the scope of their official duties.
HIST: 1993 c 326 art 1 s 34; 1994 c 576 s 58; 1994 c 636 art 3
s 42

624.719 Possession of firearm by nonresident alien.
A nonresident alien may not possess a firearm except to
take game as a nonresident under the game and fish laws. A
firearm possessed in violation of this section is contraband and
may be confiscated.
HIST: 1986 c 386 art 4 s 32
624.74 Metal-penetrating bullets.
Subdivision 1.
Intent. This section is designed to
give law enforcement officers performing their official duties a
reasonable degree of protection from penetration of quality body
armor. It is not the intent of this section to restrict the
availability of ammunition for personal defense, sporting, or
hunting purposes.
Subd. 2.
Definition. For purposes of this section,
"metal-penetrating bullet" means a handgun bullet of 9 mm, .25,
.32, .357, .38, .41, .44, or .451 caliber which is comprised of
a hardened core equal to the minimum of the maximum attainable
hardness by solid red metal alloys which purposely reduces the
normal expansion or mushrooming of the bullet’s shape upon
impact. "Metal-penetrating bullet" excludes any bullet composed
of copper or brass jacket with lead or lead alloy cores and any
bullet composed of lead or lead alloys.
Subd. 3.
Use or possession in commission of a crime.
Any person who uses or possesses a metal-penetrating bullet
during the commission of a crime is guilty of a felony and may
be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than three years or to
payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both. Any
imprisonment sentence imposed under this subdivision shall run
consecutively to any sentence imposed for the other crime.
Subd. 4.
Local regulation. This section shall be
construed to supersede any municipal or county regulation of
ammunition, including its component parts.
HIST: 1982 c 525 s 1; 1984 c 628 art 3 s 11
609.66 Dangerous

weapons .

Subdivision 1. Misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor
crimes. (a) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a
crime and may be sentenced as provided in paragraph (b):
(1) recklessly handles or uses a gun or other dangerous
weapon or explosive so as to endanger the safety of another; or
(2) intentionally points a gun of any kind, capable of
injuring or killing a human being and whether loaded or
unloaded, at or toward another; or

(3) manufactures or sells for any unlawful purpose any
weapon known as a slungshot or sand club; or
(4) manufactures, transfers, or possesses metal knuckles or
a switch blade knife opening automatically; or
(5) possesses any other dangerous article or substance for
the purpose of being used unlawfully as a weapon against
another; or
(6) outside of a municipality and without the parent’s or
guardian’s consent, furnishes a child under 14 years of age, or
as a parent or guardian permits the child to handle or use,
outside of the parent’s or guardian’s presence, a firearm or
airgun of any kind, or any ammunition or explosive.
Possession of written evidence of prior consent signed by
the minor’s parent or guardian is a complete defense to a charge
under clause (6).
(b) A person convicted under paragraph (a) may be sentenced
as follows:
(1) if the act was committed in a public housing zone, as
defined in section 152.01, subdivision 19, a school zone, as
defined in section 152.01, subdivision 14a, or a park zone, as
defined in section 152.01, subdivision 12a, to imprisonment for
not more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than
$3,000, or both; or
(2) otherwise, including where the act was committed on
residential premises within a zone described in clause (1) if
the offender was at the time an owner, tenant, or invitee for a
lawful purpose with respect to those residential premises, to
imprisonment for not more than 90 days or to payment of a fine
of not more than $700, or both.
Subd. 1a. Felony crimes; silencers prohibited; reckless
discharge. (a) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of
a felony and may be sentenced as provided in paragraph (b):
(1) sells or has in possession any device designed to
silence or muffle the discharge of a firearm;
(2) intentionally discharges a firearm under circumstances
that endanger the safety of another; or
(3) recklessly discharges a firearm within a municipality.
(b) A person convicted under paragraph (a) may be sentenced
as follows:
(1) if the act was a violation of paragraph (a), clause
(2), or if the act was a violation of paragraph (a), clause (1)
or (3), and was committed in a public housing zone, as defined
in section 152.01, subdivision 19, a school zone, as defined in
section 152.01, subdivision 14a, or a park zone, as defined in

section 152.01, subdivision 12a, to imprisonment for not more
than five years or to payment of a fine of not more than
$10,000, or both; or
(2) otherwise, to imprisonment for not more than two years
or to payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both.
Subd. 1b. Felony; furnishing to minors. Whoever, in
any municipality of this state, furnishes a minor under 18 years
of age with a firearm, airgun, ammunition, or explosive without
the prior consent of the minor’s parent or guardian or of the
police department of the municipality is guilty of a felony and
may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than ten years or
to payment of a fine of not more than $20,000, or both.
Possession of written evidence of prior consent signed by the
minor’s parent or guardian is a complete defense to a charge
under this subdivision.
weapon .
Subd. 1c. Felony; furnishing a dangerous
Whoever recklessly furnishes a person with a dangerous
weapon in
conscious disregard of a known substantial risk that the object
will be possessed or used in furtherance of a felony crime of
violence is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than ten years or to payment of a fine
of not more than $20,000, or both.
Subd. 1d. Felony; possession on school property. (a)
weapon or uses
Whoever possesses, stores, or keeps a dangerous
or brandishes a replica firearm or a BB gun on school property
is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to imprisonment for
not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not more than

$5,000, or both.
(b) Whoever possesses, stores, or keeps a replica firearm
or a BB gun on school property is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
(c) As used in this subdivision:
(1) "BB gun" means a device that fires or ejects a shot
measuring .18 of an inch or less in diameter;
(2) " dangerous
weapon " has the meaning given it in section
609.02, subdivision 6;
(3) "replica firearm" has the meaning given it in section
609.713; and
(4) "school property" means:
(i) a public or private elementary, middle, or secondary
school building and its grounds, whether leased or owned by the
school; and
(ii) the area within a school bus when that bus is being
used to transport one or more elementary, middle, or secondary
school students.

(d) This subdivision does not apply to:
(1) licensed peace officers, military personnel, or
students participating in military training, who are performing
official duties;
(2) persons who carry pistols according to the terms of a
permit;
(3) persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in
accordance with sections 624.714 and 624.715 or other firearms
in accordance with section 97B.045;
(4) firearm safety or marksmanship courses or activities
conducted on school property;
weapons , BB guns, or replica
(5) possession of dangerous
firearms by a ceremonial color guard;
(6) a gun or knife show held on school property; or
(7) possession of dangerous
weapons , BB guns, or replica
firearms with written permission of the principal.
Subd. 1e. Felony; drive-by shooting.
(a) Whoever, while in or having just exited from a motor vehicle,
recklessly
discharges a firearm at or toward another motor vehicle or a
building is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than three years or to payment of a
fine of not more than $6,000, or both.
(b) Any person who violates this subdivision by firing at
or toward a person, or an occupied building or motor vehicle,
may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than ten years or
to payment of a fine of not more than $20,000, or both.
(c) For purposes of this subdivision, "motor vehicle" has
the meaning given in section 609.52, subdivision 1, and
"building" has the meaning given in section 609.581, subdivision
2.
Subd. 1f. Gross misdemeanor; transferring a firearm
without background check. A person, other than a federally
licensed firearms dealer, who transfers a pistol or
semiautomatic military-style assault weapon to another without
complying with the transfer requirements of section 624.7132, is
guilty of a gross misdemeanor if the transferee possesses or
uses the weapon within one year after the transfer in
furtherance of a felony crime of violence, and if:
(1) the transferee was prohibited from possessing the
weapon under section 624.713 at the time of the transfer; or
(2) it was reasonably foreseeable at the time of the

transfer that the transferee was likely to use or possess the
weapon in furtherance of a felony crime of violence.
Subd. 1g. Felony; possession in courthouse or certain
state buildings. (a) A person who commits either of the
following acts is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than five years or to payment of a
fine of not more than $10,000, or both:
weapon , ammunition, or explosives
(1) possesses a dangerous
within any courthouse complex; or
(2) possesses a dangerous
weapon , ammunition, or explosives
in any state building within the capitol area described in
section 15.50, other than the National Guard Armory.
(b) Unless a person is otherwise prohibited or restricted
by other law to possess a dangerous
weapon , this subdivision
does not apply to:
(1) licensed peace officers or military personnel who are
performing official duties;
(2) persons who carry pistols according to the terms of a
permit issued under section 624.714 and who so notify the
sheriff or the commissioner of public safety, as appropriate;
(3) persons who possess dangerous
weapons for the purpose
of display as demonstrative evidence during testimony at a trial
or hearing or exhibition in compliance with advance notice and
safety guidelines set by the sheriff or the commissioner of
public safety; or
(4) persons who possess dangerous
weapons in a courthouse
complex with the express consent of the county sheriff or who
possess dangerous
weapons in a state building with the express
consent of the commissioner of public safety.
Subd. 2. Exceptions. Nothing in this section
prohibits the possession of the articles mentioned by museums or
collectors of art or for other lawful purposes of public
exhibition.
HIST: 1963 c 753 art 1 s 609.66; 1971 c 23 s 66; 1983 c 359 s
89; 1986 c 444; 1990 c 439 s 3,4; 1991 c 279 s 33; 1993 c 326
art 1 s 15-17; 1994 c 576 s 49; 1994 c 636 art 3 s 18-21; 1995 c

186 s 101; 1996 c 408 art 4 s 10; 1998 c 367 art 2 s 22

